WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2006

Opera house thrives with local

By Kari J. Bodnarchuk
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

BOOTHBAY HARBOR, Maine — The Opera
House of Boothbay Harbor stands on the north
end of town, a beacon that has drawn visitors
and performers from around the world and
served as the community’s social center for
more than 100 years. Commissioned by the
Knights of Pythias in 1894, the four-story, New
England-style meetinghouse was built by ship-
wrights in just 70 days.

The Pythian Opera House, as it was then
called, has a grand hall with wide, creaky stairs
leading up to the mezzanine, and a gallery on
the second floor with 16-foot ceilings and chair
and picture rails. The bar area has a large ma-
hogany mantel, old-style lollipop-shape globes
hanging from the ceiling, and a raised, scal-
loped floor around its perimeter. Symbols on
the bar’s tin ceiling — K for knights, F for
friendship, and so on — are reminiscent of the
days when this was the Pythians’ main meeting
hall.

Over the years, this historic building has
hosted political rallies, town meetings, min-
strel shows, and professional wrestling. It has
been home to a roller-skating rink, movie thea-
ter, bed-and-breakfast, and YMCA. The Boston
Celtics once played here, and, according to lo-
cal lore, Gene Autry rode his horse off the
stage.

Three years ago, the building was in danger
of being sold to developers or leveled to make
way for a parking lot. The 20,000-square-foot
space simply didn’t bring in enough to cover its
costs and the owner decided to sell. That’s
when a group of locals, led by Steve Malcom
and Tony Heyl, formed a nonprofit group
called the Opera House of Boothbay Harbor to
save the building.

Singer Jackson Browne, a friend of a local
resident, performed at the opera house shortly
thereafter to Kick off fund-raising efforts. Over
the next two years, the group collected enough
money for a down payment, and then took out
a $400,000 loan from a local bank and a no-in-
terest $500,000 loan from a local benefactor.

“It was a little unnerving,” said Malcom,
president of the opera house’s board of direc-
tors. “I'm a building contractor and Tony has a
jewelry store in town, so this isn’t what we nor-
mally do.”

Then came the challenge. An anonymous
lender in town agreed to donate $500,000 if the
nonprofit was able to raise a matching
$500,000 by last Sept. 30, enough to pay off the
mortgages and install an elevator to make the
building handicap-accessible.

“It was an all-or-nothing deal,” said Cathy
Sherrill, managing director of the opera house.
“If we only raised $300,000, all bets were off.
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The Opera House of Boothbay Harbor has been put to a wide range of uses, including
aroller-skating rink and a bed-and-breakfast, since it was built in 1894.

The overall feeling was that for the opera house
to thrive, we needed to get rid of the mortgage.”

The race was on and board members made
a plea to the community. They went door-to-
door and passed the hat at shows throughout
the summer.

“It was pretty much old-fashioned fund-
raising,” explained Sherrill. “Little kids would
come in with pennies, nickels, and dimes, and
seniors would come in with $10 saying they
wished they could do more.”

Pulitzer Prize-winner Richard Ford and his
wife, Kristina, local residents, know Mark
Knopfler, former lead singer of Dire Straits,
and asked him to play a benefit concert at the
opera house. He agreed and even footed the bill
for the whole event, flying over from England
and bringing other musicians up from Tennes-
see.

“He doesn’t perform much and his fans are
devoted,” said Sherrill. “People came from as
far away as Italy, Switzerland, New Zealand,
and the YuKkon. It was one of those moments in
a small town when you knew something big
was going on.”

The Knopfler concert in September raised
more than $150,000, but the group still had
$125,000 to go before the deadline.

“Those last 10 days, we were out shaking
the tin cups wildly;” said Sherrill.

The morning of Sept. 30, they were still
$18,000 short. Then a family that was moving
into town and had never set foot in the opera
house came forward and made the final dona-
tion that put them over the mark, with just sev-

en hours to spare.

Now, the group can focus on building reno-
vations and programming,.

“We’ve been trying to figure out what the
community wants, so we’ve had a real diverse
mix of shows and performers,” said Malcom.

In the past three years, the 600-seat house
has hosted comedy shows, children’s programs,
barbershop quartets, a Maine humor series,
professional and community theater produc-
tions, and Latin, Cuban, big band, rock, blues,
country, choral, and folk performances.

“It’s one of the best stages I've performed
on,” said Kate Schrock, a Portland-based sing-
er/songwriter who has recorded live at the
opera house and has helped book events there
over the last year. “Acoustically, it’s very warm,
live, and present.”

The opera house also provides performance
space for local arts groups. Cooking shows for a
local television station have been filmed in the
building’s commercial kitchen. The Gallery, a
large room on the second floor, is used for tai
chi and dance classes, workshops, parties, and
other gatherings, and as a rehearsal space. And
the bar area now hosts open-mike nights and
other more intimate events.

“I've watched how community members,
young and old alike, have come together in this
place and it’s wonderful to see,” said Malcom.
“You just can’t tear an old lady like this down.”

KariJ. Bodnarchuk, a Portland, Maine-based
writer and photographer, can be reached at
travelwriter@karib.us.
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If yougo...

The Opera House

opens), March 10; Richie Havens,
April 5; the Maine Photography
Show May 1-13; Jorma Kaukonen
(Hot Tuna opens), May 6; Dave

at Boothbay Harbor 4
86 Townsend Ave. Mallet, June 2; Portland String
Boothbay Harbor Quartet, June 10; Lincoln Arts’ jazz

weekend, July 20-21; Steve Janes
and Ernie Hawkins, Aug. 18; South-
side Johnny and the Asbury Jukes
Block Party, Aug. 31. Big Old Labs, a
nonprofit oceanographic group, runs
Cafe Scientific in the barroom at the
opera house, where scientists give
weekly lectures in the summer.

207-633-6855
boothbayoperahouse.org

Upcoming events: Ellis Paul, Jan. 12;
Asleep at the Wheel, Feb. 3;
“Grease,” performed by CLICK, Feb.
12-17; Catie Curtis, March 2;
Jonathan Edwards (Lisa McCormack

Have a smashing New Year’s Eve!

Surfside at Southern Maine’s most complete
year-round, oceanfront resort!

Oceanfront New Year’s Eve Packages

One night lodging & F_estive New Year’s Eve
Dinner for two Starting at $189.95*

Celebration includes extended indoor pool and poolside -
bar hours with complimentary hors d’oeuvres. *Two-nights
lodging plus NYE dinner for two starting at $279.95.

For more information call

207-363-5112 or emai: info@anchorageinn.com

265 Long Beach Avenue, York Beach, Maine 03910

ANCHORAGE INN

www.anchorageinn.com

sugarloaf/usa.

College Snowfest Week

$5 O Ski, Stay $3 5 Lift Tickets

& Play

January 1-5,2007 January 2-5 and
Per person, per night, includes lift & March 19-23 & 26-30
lodging. Special meal & drink prices with your valid college ID
all week long at Narrow Gauge,
Widowmaker & Shipyard. Nightly
events at the Widowmaker Lounge.

All aboard! Bring |5 or more friends.. YOU STAY FREE!

*Condominium packages are per person, maximum occupancy (4+). Grand Summit
Hotel and Sugarloaf Inn packages are per person, double occupancy. | 7% Maine state
tax and resort fees not included. Subject to availability, some restrictions may apply.

800.THELOAF sugarloaf.com
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
LAKES REGION
LAKES & MOUNTAINS SELECT RESORTS

Your best choice for service, value and activities. 4-season resorts centrally located to
the best that New Hampshire has to offer. Our website pulls them all together with
specials, packages & more. 800-766-9969

NEW HAMPSHIRE
NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON

STONEHURST MANOR

30-rm “country elegant” mansion (10 rms w/frplc!) with the “best” mtn views, frplcd
Library Lounge. Std Dixe fr. $68ppdo incl Bkfst, Dinner (off reg. menu), XC skiing fr.
door. Rec. NYT, Bon Appetit. www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

VERMONT
NORTHEAST KINGDOM

BURKE MOUNTAIN RESORT

Winter Stay & Play Package - stay 2 nights and ski 2 days starting at $85 per person,
per night. Based on double occupancy. Some restrictions apply. Call 888.BURKEVT for
details. www.skiburke.com 802-626-7300

LANDMARK INN

GREAT VALUE! Cozy rooms wy/the charm of a country inn start @ $49.99, incl. free
deluxe cont. brkfst. KIDS STAY FREE*.Near skiing and tax free outlet shopping.
*Restrix E-mail landmark@metrocast.net 603-524-8000

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT AT BRETTON WOODS

Stay & Ski pkgs from just $79*-ski fr day of arrival thru day of departure, plus KIDS 17
& UNDER STAY & SKI FREE!* Sign up for our eClub for latest news, conds,events &
specials! *Restrictions apply www.mtwashington.com 800-314-1775

MARGATE ON WINNIPESAUKEE

Lakeside Resort where *KIDS STAY FREE! Largest indoor heated pool, whrlpl, sauna,
health spa in area. Bistro/ Lounge w/e's. Free Cont. Brkfst. Call about NYE! Gunstock
Ski & Stay Pkgs. *Resrix www.themargate.com 877-5684-1571

LINCOLN/WOODSTOCK

INNSEASON RESORTS AT LOON

Two great resorts in the heart of Lincoln. Spacious hotel rooms, 1-2 BDR suites,
kitchens, in-room whirlpools, infoutdoor pool/hot tub, fitness rooms.Rooms from
$139./night. Stay & Ski Pkgs. www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

LOON VILLAGE VACATION RENTALS

1-6 Br fully Equipped Townhouses,Indoor Pools,Indoor/Outdoor Hot Tubs,Fitness &
Game Room.Shuttle to Mountain.Directly accross from Loon Mountain. www.vil-
lagevactionrentals@yahoo.com 1-800-811-7368

MERRIMACK VALLEY & LAKE SUNAPEE

BEST WESTERN SUNAPEE LAKE LODGE

Indulge in a "“Spa-rific” Getaway just 90 mins. fr. Boston via I-93 & I-89. Casual on-site
dining/lounge, htd. indr pool. Pets OK w/notice. $169/nt for 2 incl. $100 in services at
The Spa at Mt. Edge! www.sunapeelakelodge.com 800-606-5253

MOUNTAIN EDGE RESORT & SPA

SPA GETAWAYS $249/nt for TWO incl. $100 in on-site spa services, luxury 1BR Den
Suite w/hi-speed net, DVD/CTV. Sauna, fitness ctr, 2 pools, casual on-site dining. 90
min. fr. Boston via 193 & |-89. www.mountainedgeresort.com 877-468-3343

NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON

ATTITASH MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

3rd Nt 1/2 OFF for Sun, Mon & Tues arrivals! Fall shopping pkg - get 20% off your room
and tote bag full of great stuff! Ski pkgs NOW AVAILABLE, great rates-from $59-get
first pick by booking early. MtWashingtonValleyAccommmodations.com 800-862-1600

BEST WESTERN RED JACKET MOUNTAIN VIEW

North Conway, White Mountains. Panoramic mtn views, quality accommodations.
Luxury full svc. spa, large indoor pool, game room, restaurant/lounge, rentals. Near tax
free shopping and Storyland AAA® €€ \www.RedJacketResort.com 800-RJACKET

EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE

“Fire & Ice...and all that's nice!” Pkg incl. 2 Nts Lodging, Dinner for 2, full bkfst daily,
souvenir Fleece Blanket, skating, sleigh rides, XC/snowshoeing at Great Glen & more!
Details online. AAA®®® www.eaglemt.com/lodging 800-966-5779

LUXURY MOUNTAIN GETAWAY

NH White Mtn's Most requested,Award-Winning Resorts!Discover Why...Suites
fr.$99/nt(thru 3/24/07).3pools,Jacuzzis,Fitness Center,Spa.MidWeek Ski Package.3rd
night 1/2 off or 4th Night Free! 877-LMG-STAY

NORTH CONWAY GRAND HOTEL AT SETTLERS’ GREEN

$69 Sun-Thur, $99 Fri-Sat. Premiere Full Service Hotel with over 60 shops on site. Free
Kid's Breakfast. Offer limited. Call or visit our website then under “Reservations” enter
promo code “Globe” www.northconwaygrand.com 800-655-1434

TOPNOTCHRENTALS.COM

1-6 BD units, some with Jacuzzi, Fireplace condo, chalets, prvt hms & AAA family
motel. Tax-free outlet shopping. STORYLAND is just 5 minutes away! Enjoy Mount
Washington and other area attractions. www.topnotchrentals.com 800-762-6636

In addition to the Boston Globe the

WHERE TO STAY

directory can be found on-line at
explorenewengland.com/wheretostay
and every Sunday in the
Worcester Telegram & Gazette.
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TELEGRAM & GAZETTE
explore new england-com

Call today to advertise 617-929-3284

SEACOAST

COMFORT INN

2-nts Getaway just $139.95+tax Mon-Thurs ($159.95 Fri-Sun),$30 cert to Dinnerhorn
Rest, 121rms, deluxe cont brkfst buffet, free internet,pool,spa.Nr
malls,outlets,movies.Some restrictions.Ends 3/30/07 800-552-8484

RHODE ISLAND

NEWPORT
NEWPORT WINTER GETAWAY PACKAGES!

Tour treasured landmarks and world-famous mansions, enjoy outdoor ice-skating, visit
wineries and art galleries. Cozy inns and hotels, boutique shopping and waterfront din-
ing. www.GoNewport.com 1-800-976-5122

VERMONT

CENTRAL VERMONT
KILLINGTON REGION-HAWK MOUNTAIN LAKE RESORT

1,200 ac resort w/17+ miles of cross cntry skiing & snowshoeing trails, lit skating pond,
sledding hill, htd yr-rnd out/in pools, fireside dining in The River Tavern, Full srvc Spa &
Salon. 2,3&4 bdrm www.hawkresort.com 800-685-HAWK

STOWE
STOWEFLAKE MOUNTAIN RESORT & SPA

Stowe's premier AAA 4-diamond resort's Spa Vacation Package! Daily 50 min. spa
treatment, fitness classes, accommodations, breakfast. 2 nights from $504 per person
double occupancy. Restrictions apply www.stoweflake.com 800-253-2232

WOODSTOCK/QUEECHEE

THE QUECHEE INN AT MARSHLAND FARM

WINTER PACKAGES. 2-nts, brkfst each day, a 3-course dinner for 2. Whkdys
$275/Wknds $369 + tax Based on dbl. occupancy, rstrct apply. Avail. 1/1-4/26. Listed
on National Register of Historic Places. www.quecheeinn.com 1-800-235-3133

OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

FL

GRANDE ISLAND VACATIONS

GRANDE ISLAND VACATIONS - SANIBEL, CAPTIVA, BOCA GRANDE-Discover the
charm & comfort of beachfront vacacation homes & cozy affordable condos at casual
small resorts. www.grandeisland.com 800-5651-7788

HOLIDAY GROUP

Save 60-80% off Timeshares! Buy Resale & Save! Best Resorts & Seasons!\Why buy
retail? Call for FREE Timeshare Magazine! Open 7 Days a Week - Call and Ask about
our Sale! Visit 700+ Resorts Online. www.holidaygroup.com/btr 1-800-780-1701

NY

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

$99 for 2 persons. Singles $94 Suites $109 to $129. Lincoln Ctr area, Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 min to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area. Riverside &
80th Street For Free Brochure: www.riversidetowerhotel.com 800-724-3136

OUTSIDE UNITED STATES

CANADA
FAR HILLSINN/VAL-MORIN, QUEBEC
Eastern Canada's premier cross country ski resort.80km trails +

backcountry.Outstanding French Cuisine & wine cellar.Indpool,sauna,jacs,massage
therapy& piano bar.Ski wk fr $495(5ngt,5dinn,5buff bkft) 800-567-6636

CARIBBEAN

CUPECOY BEACH CLUB-ST. MAARTEN

Luxury beachfront condos overlooking Caribbean for sale or rent. Deluxe rooms, 1-3 BR
suites avail. Pool, beach, maid service, restaurants & casino. Shopping, tennis & water-
sports nearby. www.cupecoybeach.com 800-955-9008

ITALY
PARKER VILLAS

Your key to every corner of Italy. Over 300 rental villas to choose from at affordable
weekly rates! Call for a FREE color catalog or visit us online. www.parkervillas.com
800-280-2811
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