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Beaches
with an
irresistible
French
accent
A quiet Caribbean escape nowwithin reach

TERRE-DE-HAUT, Guadeloupe — My nor-
mal sport of choice at the beach is people
watching. It’s less tiring than Frisbee and
does not require the pesky hand-eye coor-
dination of paddle ball. But on a hot De-
cember morning in the Caribbean I was ly-
ing in the sand gazing at goats, not people.
Their little hooves pranced down to the
surf. A dog chased them up a nearby hill,

and when the dog disappeared, the goats reappeared. This
went on for quite some time and was oddly captivating.

While I was enjoying the bovid parade, my husband-to-
be was not. “Look at their eyes, they’re evil,” he said, winc-
ing as they trotted to and fro.

“How could an animal that produces such an incredible
cheese possess a dark soul?” I countered while shooing away
a stray chicken.

I’m rambling about the beach goats not only because I’m
obsessed with viral Internet goat videos (who isn’t?) but be-
cause there were more goats than people on this beach. In
fact, most of the dozen or so beaches that we visited in Gua-
deloupe were blissfully quiet.

On the island of 400,000, we took a week and traveled
from east to west with the objective of testing the beaches.
The only time we spent in the capital city of Point-à-Pitre
was at the airport. I suggest you do the same. If you go to
Guadeloupe, you should be in a bathing suit the majority of
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BIG WHITE, British
Columbia — Doug Bull-
ock skied into a stand of
snow-covered spruce
trees and threaded his
way through the forest,
knee deep in feather-light
powder. He shot back on-
to the groomed run, a big
grin rising above his neck
gaiter, and said, “It just
never gets old!”

That was an impres-
sive claim coming from
someone who started ski-
ing at Big White Ski Re-
sort 52 years ago — a few
months after the resort
opened — and hasn’t
missed a season since.
Bullock, 67, has watched
Big White grow from a ti-
ny, off-the-grid ski area
with just a T-bar to the
summit (it’s still there) to
the third-largest resort in
British Columbia, behind
Whistler-Blackcomb and
Sun Peaks.

“It’s definitely the
snow,” he said, about
what keeps him coming
back. “And there’s such a
great variety of terrain
from the snow bowls to
the glades and the long
groomers. The cliff is a
lot of fun, too,” added
Bullock, who now volun-
teers as a Snow Host, giv-
ing visitors like us free

tours of the mountain.
We had heard that Big

White considers itself
one of Canada’s top fami-
ly resorts, so my husband
and I took our 4- and 6-
year-old kids there just
before the holidays. Even
with mild temperatures
this year, the resort
opened with plenty of
powder on Nov. 13, its
earliest opening in 14
years, and had a base of
nearly 78 inches when
we visited.

The resort, located in
the heart of Okanagan
wine country in British
Columbia’s southern in-
terior, overlooks the Mo-
nashee Mountains and is
just a 45-minute drive
from the city of Kelowna.
Its wild and windswept
summit, at 7,600 feet, is
typically covered with
snow ghosts — trees
blanketed in snow and
ice that are sculpted by
the wind. The main vil-
lage, at 5,700 feet, in-
cludes the Village Centre
Mall — affectionately
called the VCM by locals
— which has a ticket of-
fice, a rental shop, and a
few stores and eateries,
the Kids Centre (a ski
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Big White
wonderland
Ski, climb, sled— it’s all here
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DIVE INTO IT
A snorkeling trip
with twins.M6

SNOWDAYS
Notchviewwill help
you likewinter.M8

Climbers can scale a
60-foot ice tower.
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Palm trees

on Anse du

Mancenillier

St. Francoise,
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WINTER GETAWAYS

Visit us at applevacations.com for other great deals
or Call Your Travel Agent!

*Prices per person based on double occupancy (unless otherwise stated) including round-trip airfare from Boston via Icelandair, or other U.S. certified air carriers, round-trip airport/hotel transfers, hotel taxes and baggage
handling, fuel surcharges, all pre-collectedU.S. and foreign taxes and fees including September 11th Security Fee, $10 late booking fee if applicable (for bookingswithin 14 days of departure) and the services of anApple Represen-
tative. Cancun and Punta Cana via Icelandair. In some instances, pricing may specifically apply to one of multiple flights on select departure days. Restrictions/blackout dates may apply. All packages are based on the lowest hotel/
air classes available at time of publication, capacity controlled and subject to availability and changewithout notice. Promotional pricingmay only be available for a limited time. Some all-inclusive/Unlimited-Luxury/Unlimited-Fun
resorts do not include watersports. Baggage fees apply for carry-on, 1st and 2nd checked bag based on carrier flown. Please see a full description of baggage fees on www.applevacations.com. **Premium Seating and Preferred
Perks First Class pricing subject to change. Preferred Perks surcharge is based off of A class of service. Upgrading from B class will have a larger surcharge. $10 Dominican Republic Tourist Card fee payable at resort airport upon
arrival-cash only, U.S. dollars. Square Deals are discounted air and hotel packages guaranteed to be at least the Apple rating indicated–no meals/food and beverage are included unless otherwise stated. Apple Vacations is not
responsible for errors or omissions. Cancellation policies apply. See the Apple Vacations Fair Trade Contract ©2016. All public charter flights on Icelandair PC#15-030 are operated by Apple Vacations, LLC. CST2036061-40
nad_2422_011016_BOS_cl

YOURAPPLEVACATION INCLUDESNON-STOPROUNDTRIPAIRFARE FROMBOSTON, HOTELACCOMMODATIONS, ALLMEALS, DRINKS, TIPS ANDTRANSFERS!

Riu Caribe 7Nts
$1169*

5Golden ALL-INCLUSIVE SUN, Apr 3, 10
Cancun ~ Enjoy fun and relaxaton at this beachside resort.
Exchange privilages with Riu Cancun (dinner dining excluded).

Grand Sunset Princess All Suites
Resort & Spa 7Nts

$1199*

5Golden ALL-INCLUSIVE SUN, Jan 31, Feb 7, Apr 3, 10
This impressive resort is located along the beach. Enjoy
the nine restaurants and 12 pools.

Now Jade Riviera Cancun 7Nts
$1659*

6 GoldenUnlimited-Luxury®. SUN, Feb 7,Mar 27
Non-stop transfers included–an Apple Exclusive, $200 Resort Coupons
per room, per stay! Ask about the Sip, Savor & See Dining Experience.

Sirenis Punta Cana Resort,
Casino &Aquagames 7Nts

$1099*

4 ALL-INCLUSIVE SAT, Jan 30
Family-friendly property offers fun for all! The on-site waterpark
guarantees non-stop excitement! Nine restaurants, Disco, and Kids Club.

Grand PalladiumBavaro Suites Resort & Spa 7Nts
$1399*

5 ALL-INCLUSIVE SAT, Jan 30
This all-suites resort lies on a gorgeous beach with a private
Jacuzzi in all rooms, a fine selection of themed restaurants,
a bowling alley and a sports bar.

Riu Palace Punta Cana 7Nts
$1599*

5Golden PLUS ALL-INCLUSIVE SAT, Jan 30
The pristine Caribbean Sea provides a glorious backdrop for sunbathing.
FreeWiFi throughout the resort andMini-Club for Kids. Exchange privilages
with Riu Bambu and Riu Naiboa (dinner dining excluded).

Punta CanaCancun &RivieraMaya
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A
s president and CEO
of Braintree-based
Sentient Jet, Andrew
Collins makes sure

that travelers — includ-
ing players from the
Boston Celtics, one of
his clients — get safely
to their destinations.
And while much of his
flying is business-relat-
ed, when he goes on va-
cation with his family
— his wife, Kristen,
and children, Rory, 10,
and Kiernan, 7 — Col-
lins, 46, likes to head
south to South Caroli-
na and Florida. We
caught up with the Longmead-
ow native, who lives in Need-
ham, to talk about all things
travel.

Favorite vacation spot? I am a
big fan of two areas: Captiva Is-
land, Fla., and Isle of Palms in
Charleston, S.C. We go to Capti-
va off and on in any given year
and stay right on the beach in a
private home. It’s the best of
both worlds: You have a pris-
tine beach with the blue waters
of the Gulf of Mexico and at the
same time have access to a pool
and walking distance to the
small village. In Isle of Palms,
you have a great resort, espe-
cially for families, and access to
Sullivan’s Island as well as the
city of Charleston, which is rich
in history and has an amazing
aquarium.

Favorite food or drinkwhile va­
cationing? In Captiva, I recom-
mend Doc Ford’s. . . . Try the
Yucatan shrimp along with a
Gateway Gold beer from the
Fort Meyers Brewing Co. In
Charleston, nothing beats a
Southern boil and a cold West-
brook IPA from Acme Low-
country Kitchen in Isle of
Palms, or grab an entree at Hy-
mans for seafood in downtown
Charleston.

Where would you like to travel
to but haven’t?My wife and I
would love to get to Bali.

One item you can’t leave home
without when traveling? A pic-
ture of my wife, Kristen, a pic-
ture of my daughter, Rory, and

a picture of my son, Ki-
ernan. I also always
carry my father’s origi-
nal Navy identification
card with me when I
travel. He passed away
as I was graduating col-
lege and I think about
him every day and I
feel very stable and
grounded when I see
his ID in my travel bag.

Aisle or window? An
aisle, says the 6-foot, 4-

inch guy.

Favorite childhood travel
memory? I remember my par-
ents taking us to the Magic
Kingdom at Disney World in
Orlando. . . . I recall going
through the Haunted Mansion
with my dad and seeing the way
a ghost hologram character ap-
peared in our ride car. . . . Last
month, I was able to do this ex-
act same thing with my son and
it brought forward a lot of great
memories.

Guilty pleasure when travel­
ing? Populating my Instagram
account – I shoot a lot of pic-
tures on my iPhone that are
travel-related and like to docu-
ment my business and leisure
travel on Instagram at @apcol-
lins.

Best travel tip? If traveling
commercially, always, always
bundle priority security line ac-
cess into your ticket. There are
times where you will be ex-
tremely happy that you did this.
. . . If you are a serious traveler,
you should sign up for TSA Pre
and skip the lines altogether.
One of the nice things about
traveling privately, if you are
able, is getting to avoid security
lines altogether. When and if
you do fly private, treat the
crew extremely well and always
be thankful and grateful for the
opportunity.

JULIET PENNINGTON

and snowboard school), two dozen
family-friendly restaurants, and a ski
shop with professional boot fitters. We
didn’t need our car once during the
stay, but got around this ski-in/ski-out
resort by foot, skis, shuttle, or gondola.

Big White attracts families because
of the snow (the fluffy, dry powder is
unbeatable), terrain (18 percent of the
runs suit beginners, and 54 percent
are geared to intermediates), and ac-
cessibility (every lift has a green run
down, so beginners will never get in
over their heads). Off the mountain, it
offers plenty of programs and unique
activities geared to families: tubing,
kids snowmobiling, family snowshoe
tours, ice climbing on a man-made
tower, sleigh rides, dog sledding, and
ice skating (it is Canada, after all). The
ski rental shop has gear that fits chil-
dren as young as 2, and all restaurants
not only welcome kids, but many have
special toys or activities to entertain
them.

Our kids, Grace and Sam, took les-
sons through the ski and snowboard
school, a well-run program that in-
cludes a good mix of crafts, healthy
food, and on-snow instruction. The re-
sort even offers a Door-to-Ski Shuttle
program, when instructors come and
pick up your children at your lodge
and take them to the ski school (well
worth the $10 per child, and a service
we will definitely try next time).

While the kids learned to ski, my
husband and I took advantage of the
free guided mountain tours each
morning. With 15 lifts, 65 miles of
marked runs, and 7,355 acres of ski-
able terrain, we knew we would spend
way too much time studying the trail
map and trying to find our way around
without a guide. Our snow hosts knew
all the best places to go, based on the
weather and visibility, and catered the
tours to our abilities and interests.

We took a break from skiing one af-
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ternoon to climb a 60-foot ice tower
that looms over the adventure park.
No pressure, said the guide, but climb-
ers as young as 4 and as old as 78 have
scaled the icefall. My husband and I
both made it to the top, from which we
could see Sam learning to ski on the
beginner’s slope nearby.

One of our favorite spots to hang
out with the kids was Happy Valley, a
short gondola ride from the village.
This area has a day lodge, the begin-
ner’s ski and snowboard area with
magic carpets, and the Happy Valley
Adventure Park, the hub for all non-ski
and snowboard activities. Here, fami-
lies can go ice skating, sip hot choco-
late, and make s’mores over a fire pit,
all for free. One night we went tubing
in the park, where we zipped, spun,
and screamed our way down the 600-
foot-long undulating runs.

Another night, we hopped on a

sleigh ride that took us (at a snail’s
pace) through a peaceful forest lit up
by moonlight. I worried that the kids
might have been bored with that expe-
rience, but when I asked Grace if she
enjoyed it, she said, “It was awesome!”
Then she added, “I even got to drive
the horses,” reminding me that it’s a
thrill for a little girl to steer two 1,800-
pound plow horses through a magical
forest in the dark.

Moose Lounge in the Happy Valley
Lodge hosts an après-ski happy hour
each night. Here, the kids ate free pop-
corn and made crafts out of pipe clean-
ers and other materials under the
guidance of a staff person, while we
kicked back. Sundance Lodge, where
we stayed, also had a daily children’s
program. We could drop off the kids
from 3 to 5 p.m. for special games and
activities, or for the daily children’s
movie in the lodge’s 24-person theater.

Sundance also had an outdoor heated
pool with an enclosed waterslide (we
loved shooting down the dark tunnel
into the 90-degree saltwater pool), and
two outdoor hot tubs for guests 6 and
older.

Our final day, we did a family snow-
shoe tour from the adventure park
through a peaceful wooded area, wan-
dering over little streams, across the
Nordic tracks, and into dense woods.
Randy Rosenblat, our guide, pointed
out Old Man’s Beard and moss clinging
to the trees, the tracks of a snowshoe
hare, and tree wells, which our kids
found intriguing.

On our way back to the lodge, we
stopped to let our daughter try snow-
mobiling on a real children’s-size
snowmobile. She loved the whole ex-
perience as she steered the pink-and-
black machine around a snowy track,
singing Katy Perry songs into her fro-

zen neck gaiter. Sam, who’s 4, was too
small to give it a shot, but we’ll go back
when he’s a bit bigger.

Next time, we’ll also take a ski les-
son from Olympic silver medalist
Kelsey Serwa, whose grandfather
founded the resort, book the Door-to-
Ski shuttle service, take the kids night
skiing (just $10 on Friday nights), and
do all of the other activities we missed.
And we’ ll leave plenty of time to
swoosh around the snow ghosts and
deep powder near the summit be-
cause, as Bullock said, that just never
gets old.

Kari Bodnarchuk can be reached at
travelwriter@karib.us.
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Jettingoff somewhere ishis
businessandhispleasure

Andrew Collins
on the beach
with his kids.

Big White
is snow
much fun
for family

KARI BODNARCHUK FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

The Big White resort has
lots of family-friendly
trails for skiing and
showshoeing.

Get lost for less
in Bermuda

Things do tend to disappear in Bermuda. Worries and inhibitions are known to vanish
upon arrival. Book by January 25th and save up to 50% off participating hotels.

Hurry, this offer will soon disappear.

Learn more at GoToBermuda.com/pinksale


