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The Concierge
TIPS FOR TOURING HERE AND ABROAD

A SAVORY EVENT IN NEWPORT
Sample hundreds of wines from
around the world and cuisine from
nearly two dozen local restaurants and
caterers during the Newport Mansions
Wine and Food Festival, Sept. 20-23,
in Rhode Island. The event features
fashion designer and cookbook author
Zac Posen, who headlines the Grand
Tasting on the Marble House lawn on
Sept. 22 and 23. Local and regional fa-
vorites will also participate in week-
end cooking and grilling demonstra-
tions, including Lydia Shire of Scampo
in Boston, Terence Feury of Forty 1˚
North in Newport, and Maura Kilpat-
rick of Sofra Bakery in Cambridge.

Other highlights include the Friday
night Wine and Rosecliff gala, which
features a selection of fine wines and
food from at least 15 New England
chefs, and the Vintner Dinner at Rose-
cliff on Saturday, which offers a three-
course dinner and dessert reception

prepared by chefs David Blessing of
Newport Beach House, Tony Maws of
Craigie on Main, Jose Enrique of Jose
Enrique, Samantha del Arroyo of
Mill’s Tavern, and Maura Fitzpatrick
of Sofra Bakery. Prices range from $75
(late-night drinks, bites, dancing) to
$750 (a five-course dinner with wine
pairings). 401-847-1000, www.new-
portmansionswineandfood.org.

PORTLAND,MAINE’S NEW
CLAMSHACK
Don’t worry if you miss Bob’s Clam
Hut in Kittery, Maine, as you make
your way north. The iconic clam shack
has expanded for the first time in
more than 60 years and opened a sec-
ond location in Portland, conveniently

situated on the
corner of Cum-
berland and
Washington ave-
nues at the base
of Munjoy Hill.
Grab an order of
clams, a lobster
roll, or clam
chowder then sit
in the modern
dining room or
on the street-
side patio (think
beer garden vibe
with picnic ta-
bles, string light-
ing, and original
abstract mural
by local artist

Maia Snow). Bob’s Portland also has
new menu items, including seafood ta-
cos topped with taco slaw, smoked pa-
prika aioli, and pickled onions, a fried
lobster tail basket, and a selection of
Portland-area craft beers. 207-536-
7608, www.bobsclamhut.com.

game nights each week
with cornhole, Ping-Pong,

bingo, and a giant Jenga before mov-
ies under the stars. Lodging: $99 per
night on select dates through Labor
Day; approximately $200 per night
thereafter. 843-886-2218, www.wild-
dunesresort.com.

WANDER ACROSSWHISTLER’S
NEW SKYBRIDGE
Pack your courage and head up the
Peak Chair to the top of British Colum-
bia’s Whistler Mountain, where you
can walk along the new 426-foot-long
Cloudraker Skybridge. This steel canti-
levered walkway extends from Whis-
tler Peak over to the West Ridge, cross-
ing over snowy Whistler Bowl and of-
fering stunning views of the village
and area’s lakes thousands of feet be-
low, and of the glacier-dotted Coast
Mountains. Since the bridge has a

steel grid deck, you
can see right past your
feet to the ground be-
low. The walkway ex-
tends nearly 40 feet
out from the West
Ridge and will be open
year-round, so you
may see skiers and
snowboarders drop-
ping in beneath you
come wintertime. The
bridge leads to the Ra-
ven’s Eye Cliff Walk, a

platform with 360-degree mountain
views. Down-lift on the chair, or ski or
hike back down to the gondola or vil-
lage. Walking across the skybridge is
free; access is included in the Peak 2
Peak sightseeing ticket, $24.50 (child)
to $48.30 (adult). www.whistlerblack-
comb.com.

BRING POLES ON YOUR NEXT
ADVENTURE
Whether you’re going on a hiking holi-
day or just want extra support for
beach walks or touring hilly destina-
tions, pack Leki’s latest super-light-
weight hiking poles with you. The Mi-
cro Vario Carbon DSS poles weigh
just 8.5 ounces per pole and fold
down so you can easily pack them in
your suitcase. They have an internal
cord running through the poles, en-
abling you to quickly set them up —
just attach the three shaft sections,
pull the handle up and the cord locks
the poles in place (to release, just
push a button and the poles unlock
and are ready to be folded up and
packed away). The poles have a Speed-
Lock 2 quick-release tab that lets you
lengthen them easily and Leki’s Dy-
namic Suspension System for reduc-
ing vibration and dampening pole
shock. The foam grip handles pro-
vide plenty of comfort for full days of
exploration. The poles come with a
bag for easy storage in your backpack
or suitcase. $219.95. 800-255-9982,
www.leki.com.

KARI BODNARCHUK

Summer is nearly over, but that doesn’t
mean the fun has to end, at least not if you
follow “The Maine Play Book: A Four-Sea-
son Guide to Family Fun and Adventure”
(Islandport Press, $14.95). Written by Jen-
nifer Hazard, who lives in Cumberland, the
guidebook gives parents an insider’s per-
spective of the Pine Tree State.

Hazard is the perfect guide, with years
of touring experience, thanks to organizing
year-round adventures with her daughter,
12, and son, 11. She also writes the blog
“Cute Potato: Your Guide to Everything
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Jennifer Hazard, author of “The
Maine Play Book,” has served as a
“Maine Insider” family travel expert
with the Maine Office of Tourism.

SOUTH CAROLINA RESORT
CATERS TO KIDS
Stay at the Wild Dunes resort in
Charleston and your kids can enjoy
the new Dune Bug Clubs, which offer
activities ranging from marine biology
and beach olympics to a real treasure
hunt. Children can also learn the art
of indigo dyeing and make a shirt of
their own, dig for artifacts, and hear
traditional Gullah stories and legends.
The Mad Scientist program lets kids
experiment with nearly a dozen wacky
science projects, go kayaking, or ex-
plore the low-country marsh on a
four-hour boat ride. Sorry, parents,
you’ll have to find your own adven-
tures — the Dune Bug Clubs are only
open to 3- to 12-year-olds. For family
fun, the resort hosts two arts and
crafts nights, and three movie and
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Kid-Friendly in Maine” and has served as a
“Maine Insider” family travel expert with
the Maine Office of Tourism.

The “Maine Play Book” is organized by
season, and each section features farms,
nature preserves, and parks, as well as
events and activities for families — from
the rocky coast to the western mountains
and up to the northernmost reaches of the
state. Travel tips and beautiful color photos
are sprinkled throughout the nearly 200
pages, including well-known spots and
tucked-away gems. Hazard also provides a
handy assortment of detailed day trip
ideas, especially useful for full-day and
weekend outings from the Boston area.

Diane Daniel can be reached at
diane@bydianedaniel.com.


