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This season’s coolest gear for skiers and boarders

By Kari Bodnarchuk
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Much of this year’s ski and snowboard gear
does double duty, integrating several products in-
to one: helmets with built-in goggles, gloves with
cellphone capabilities, and ski poles that can help
you maintain balance, tweak your ski settings,
support your video camera, and pop open your
Samuel Adams at the end of the day. You will also
still see an emphasis on eco-friendly, natural
products and, of course, comfort. Here are some
of our top picks of fun, yet functional, gear for the
upcoming season.
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Pole with purpose
Forget packing a multi-tool for your mountain
adventure. Just grab your CHAR Poles and go.
These multi-tasking ski poles, designed in Salt

Lake City, come with optional Phillips and flat-
head screwdrivers that thread into the grips, a

bottle opener cleverly incorporated into the ski
baskets, and a universal mount for attaching a
camera. When selecting a pole, choose from one
of four ski baskets — for powder, all mountain,
park, or “sober” skiing (hint: no bottle opener) —
and then select the color baskets and grips, and
the shaft length from 90 to 130 centimeters.
When the snow melts, take the poles on your
hikes. 801-641-2131, www.charpoles.com

Gloves made for talking

Keep your cellphone tucked away and your
friends at your fingertips with Swany’s new G-
Cell gloves. These high-tech hand-warmers synch
with your cellphone using
Bluetooth and let you answer
and make calls with the push
of a button or using voice
command. The back of the
right glove sports two easy-to-
use, glove-friendly buttons
that let you wirelessly connect
to your cellphone, field and
initiate calls, and adjust vol-
ume. Once paired with your
audio device, just talk into the
small microphone located on the back of your
thumb and listen through the speaker above that.
The wrist area vibrates and a button lights up
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We’'re celebrating 40 years of outdoor adventure
at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire’s largest ski
area. This must-ski destination recently added
$1.15 million in improvements, including new
snowmaking capabilities and new high-country
Nordic trails. It’s fun for the entire family —

JUST 2.5 HOURS FROM BOSTON AND 30
MINUTES FROM LINCOLN AND NORTH CONWAY.

Visit us online for special 40th anniversary savings.
brettonwoods.com/specials ¢ 800-258-0330
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: the purchase of an adult lift ticket at any
: Bretton Woods ticket window,
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when you have an incoming call. You won’t sacri-
fice function for fancy features: The super comfy
gloves have a waterproof soft-shell exterior, leath-
er fingers and palms for good grip, and wrist
pulls for keeping out snow. They come in men’s
and women’s sizes. The only downside: They will
likely cost more than your cellphone. $495. 518-
725-3333, www.swanyam
erica.com

Boots made for walking,
and all-mountain performance

A skier’s biggest challenge: finding boots com-
fortable enough to withstand hours of playtime,
and to maneuver between car. lodge. and slopbes
with ease. Apex has
solved this problem
with ski boots that
ingeniously blend
the comfort of a
snowboard boot
and the stiffness of
a ski boot shell. The
high-end, high-per-
formance ML-2
(women’s) and
MC-2 (men’s) come
with a super-cushioned boot, much like a snow-
board boot, that fits inside either a stiff carbon
chassis or a less-expensive composite frame that
helps the boot maintain rigidity and the skier
maintain control. They come with two micro-ad-
justable buckles, two Boa closures, and a heat-
moldable liner so you can dial in the perfect fit.
After your final run, slip off the boot’s outer shell
and wander back to the lodge for some aprés-ski
fun. $995-$1,295. 888-669-7542, www.apexski
boots.com

Lay your dogs on these toasty beds

FootBalance has taken comfort to a whole
new level of cool with heated, customized foot-
beds. Its Race Heat custom-molded footbeds
have a built-in
heating system
that keep your
feet toasty, and
a temperature-
regulating,
moisture-
wicking, antimicrobial surface material that
keeps them from overheating. Use them with the
Therm-ic SmartPack rc 1200, small 3-ounce bat-
tery packs that power the heat elements in the
footbeds for up to 22 hours. First buy your foot-
beds from a shop like Travis Cycle in Taunton and
Brockton, where staff will mold them to your
feet. Then buy the Therm-ic SmartPacks, attach
these to your custom footbeds via a short cable,
and hook one onto the back of each boot. The bat-
tery packs even come with a remote control unit
that has three heat settings for better tempera-
ture regulation. Footbeds, $79.99; Therm-ic
SmartPacks, $140. 877-749-7120, www.footbal
ance.com, www.therm-ic.com
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Bollé blends helmet and goggle features

No need to deal with goggles that slip off and
dangle from your helmet, or that get left behind
at your lodge or lunch stop. Bollé has created the
Osmoz, the first hel-
met with fully-inte-
grated goggles. The
goggles snap into
place and can be
easily adjusted to fit
your head, thanks
to the company’s
proprietary Rocken
lens system. Re-
move the goggles by
twisting and pop-
ping them out, just like a pair of sunglasses, mak-
ing it a cinch to swap lenses: Choose from vermil-
lion, emerald green, aurora (purply-blue), yellow
gun, or silver gun lenses. Adjustable vents help
you regulate air flow and temperature, and keep
the goggles from fogging even when you’re play-
ing hard. Remove the helmet’s liner for easy
washing. The Osmoz comes in two sizes, 54-58
centimeters and 58-61 centimeters. $199.99.
800-222-6553, www.bolle.com

Colorado craftsman turns local trees
into skis and snowboards

Matt Cudmore harvests aspens and lodgepole
pines that have been killed by the Rocky Moun-
tain pine beetle and turns them into fat, light-
weight skis and snowboards that are fun and re-

sponsive on the
slopes. Cudmore
started making skis
in his Glenwood
Springs garage in
2009, creating
about 15 pairs that
year. Now he has
five employees at
Meier Skis, and
plans to make
about 400 pairs of
skis and 350 snow-
boards this season.
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Check out The Doc |

(men’s) and BNK |
(women’s) all-
mountain skis —
named after Doc
Holliday and his
notorious girl-
friend, Big Nose
Kate — both of
which have tradi-
tional camber un-
derfoot, a rise in
the tips and, new
this year, a wood and carbon fiber core, making
them stronger, stiffer, and more playful than ever.
Meier Skis can also put your custom graphics on
the skis. The Doc ($790) and BNK ($690). 970-
5 1 0 - 0 0 2 9 , w o ow w
.meterskis.com

Smart video camera comes loaded

Capture your cold-weather adventures with
Garmin’s new VIRB Elite high-definition video
camera. which easilv mounts to your ski helmet
or CHAR Poles
and can be con-
trolled by any
Garmin ANT de-
vice (the compa-
ny’s wireless
transfer technol-
ogy), such as its
Fenix GPS watch. The durable, waterproof cam-
era has a nice low profile and a 1.4-inch LCD
screen so you can actually see what you’re shoot-
ing, the amount of time left, battery power, andw
camera settings, for instance. It shoots 16-mega-
pixel still images even when recording full 1080-
pixel high-def video, and has an impressive ultra
wide-angle view. The camera’s Wi-Fi feature lets
you connect to the Garmin app on your Apple or
Android phone. It also has a built-in GPS to track
and record your routes, and an altimeter and ac-
celerometer for tracking your rate of descent and
speed. Synch the VIRB Elite with your Garmin
heart-rate monitor to track your heart rate while
tearing down the slopes, and use your Fenix
watch to start and stop recording with the push
of a button. Coolest feature: The VIRB Elite auto-
matically stops recording when you jump on the
chairlift and then starts up again when you hop
off and start descending. VIRB Elite $399.99;
Fenix GPS watch, $399.99. 800-800-1020, www
.garmin.com

A sleek and sizable gear closet for your car

Put all your precious gear in Thule’s new Sonic
6358 roof box, which comes in moderate to cav-
ernous sizes to best match your car type and
packing habits. The mid-size Sonic XL does the
job for weekend adventures and longer getaways,
swallowing several hefty suitcases and a variety
of smaller suitcases and duffel bags, or else half a
dozen sKkis or snowboards with room for boot
bags and slope-side accessories. The box goes on
quickly and easily, attaching to Thule’s new Aero-
blade bars, and opens on both sides for easy ac-
cess to your gear. The Sonic’s sleek and aero
shape eliminates whistling or other wind-in-
duced noise and helps keep gas stops to a mini-
mum. The blunt-shape stern allows you to freely
open your hatch without interference. The box
comes in large ($549.95) to “extra extra large”
($719.95), and is available through EMS and
REL 800-238-2388, www.thule.com

Kari Bodnarchuk can be reached at travelwriter
@karib.us.
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Stowe ByPass
Rate includes
6% VT Sales Tax

Stowe ByPass
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.. 1is direct-to-lift access.

Skip the ticket line
e
and make more turns.
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From Opening - Dec. 15, all Stowe ByPass users
get special savings at Stowe Mountain Resort:

Adult/Senior: $52  Child: $44

Visit stowe.com to sign up and get all the details.
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b Snowhoards, Clothing & much more
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GCountrySki.com

Hanson
901 Winter St.

Hanson, MA 02341 - gaacqn receive a Free Season

(on Hanover town line)

617-773-3993

&§" Three Locations.
s,) Three Generations.
¥0% Family Business since

1970.

Al Children5-12Yearsold - -
who Lease for the 2013-2014 , /@=",

Quincy
161 Quincy Ave
Quincy, MA 02169

617-773-3993

Pass to Bretton Woods. s
GISKiz |

|_ {_;? 3 Snowhoard helmet

Westwood
335 Providence Highway |
Westood, Ma 02090

617-773-3993 |

GIRO |
$69.95

| Exnires: 11/30/13. while suppiies last.

2012-2013
Denali Jackets |

Expires: 11/30/13. I
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