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Hartford and Springfield
retain their rivalrous past.
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By Kari Bodnarchuk
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

The latest travel­related gear can help
you stay connected — to family, friends,
your suitcase, and even your most impor­
tant files. Other products can add to your
comfort and fun. Consider some of these
for your next trip.

STAY CONNECTED
Carry Netgear’s AT&T Unite Pro and you

can get online anytime using your laptop,
tablet, or smartphone, whether you’re rid­

ing a bus to the airport, sitting at your
boarding gate, or in an area where your
cellphone data package has maxed out be­
cause of roaming restrictions. The Unite
Pro creates a 4G LTE mobile hot spot that
lets you get Internet access anywhere with­
in AT&T’s cell range without draining your
phone’s battery or data package. It offers
fast connection speeds and a secure con­
nection, and it works with laptops and An­
droid and Apple devices. Connect up to 15
Wi­Fi devices at once (great for families
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Navigating gadgetryland
Instruments to help a traveler stay at the controls

ª Sleepow Baby pillow
ª HP EliteBook

ª Nikon 1 AW1
ª GlobalTrac’s Trakdot

DAVID LYON FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Ninth in a series highlighing cities to which you can fly
nonstop from Boston.

E
ngage an Austinite in a discussion
about home and the conversation
is apt to include a line like this:
“Austin is the best/greatest/hip­
pest city in the universe.’’ Fol­
lowed, perhaps, by: “Please don’t
move here.’’

That’s the Texas­sized rub. The locals, often trans­
plants themselves, insist the city is being overrun by
hordes of newcomers, spouting numbers such as 70
people moving here daily, or 100, or 150. And with
them come Boston­like rush hours, long lines at favorite

watering and noshing holes, and, worst of all, the po­
tential that Austin will become, well, less quirky (Aus­
tinites prefer “weird”).

There’s a lot to attract newcomers to Austin, tagged
the nation’s fastest­growing city by Forbes magazine.
Restaurants, from high­end joints to trailers in barren
lots, are a foodie’s delight. Parks are ample and inviting.

Then there’s the music. Performers in Austin are like
slot machines in Vegas. You find them seemingly every­
where during festivals: in the airport, on a street corner,
among the din and heat of a laundromat. And art be­
gets art. Troupes such as Theatre en Bloc expand the
boundaries of stage. Movie­crazed Austinites frequent
quote­a­thons or dress as their favorite character at

neighborhood screenings. Even the graffiti is first­class.
In a city so musically on­beat and attitudinally off­

beat, the visitor can expect a warm welcome. And a
hearty farewell.

DAY 1

2­3 p.m. Finding the best stores is like an urban sa­
fari. Fuel up at Torchy’s Tacos (1311 South First St., 512­
366­0537, www.torchystacos.com, $3­$5), one of the
best food trailer parks in a city renowned for them.
Browse long enough to admire the golden, and a little
creepy, wall sculpture of assorted misfit mannequins
and vintage toys.

AUSTIN, Page M6

IT’S GOT STAYIN’ POWER
Population lured by music, museums, river sports, hot spots, great food and, maybe, that mountain of junk

CITIES IN THE STATES | AUSTIN, TEXAS
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with multiple Wi­Fi gadgets),
and even plug your smartphone
into the Unite Pro for refueling.
$199.99 for device, no contract,
plus cost of DataConnect plan:
$15 (100MB) to $50 (1TB),
good for 30 days. 888­333­
6651, www.att.com/unitepro

UPLOAD PHOTOS
Use Eye­Fi’s new secure digi­

tal (SD) cards to instantly up­
load photos and videos from
your camera to your smart­
phone or tablet, and then to Fa­
cebook, e­mails, text messages,
and more — no computer need­
ed. Pop the 8GB to 32GB Mobi
card into your camera, down­
load the Eye­Fi app to your
smartphone or tablet, and then
start shooting. The SD card cre­
ates its own Wi­Fi network, en­
abling it to transfer images
wirelessly. Once paired, your
device automatically uploads
images when it detects new
content on the card. Eye­Fi’s
new Pro X2 SD card lets pho­
tographers upload RAW imag­
es. Both cards work with Apple
and Android devices. $49.99
(8GB) to $99 (32GB) for Mobi;
16GB Pro X2 card, $99.99. 650­
265­4460, www.eye.fi

RUGGED LAPTOP
HP’s new EliteBook 820

seems perfectly crafted for fre­
quent travelers: It has a 12.5­
inch screen, weighs less than 3
pounds, comes with a built­in
webcam for Skyping, and has
Bluetooth 4.0 connectivity so
you can pair your wireless
noise­canceling headphones.
Don’t stress if you hit turbu­
lence at 33,000 feet or the crew
turns off the lights on your
night flight: The laptop also
comes with a spill­resistant,
backlighted keyboard, and is
made of magnesium, meaning
it can withstand drops and vi­
brational shock. Another cool
feature: You can quickly charge
your smartphone, tablet, or
other devices through the USB
3.0 ports when the EliteBook is
turned off. It also comes with a
fingerprint reader for logging
on, and has a Sure Start pro­
gram that restores the system’s
BIOS to its previous safe state if
your computer gets hacked on
the road. Starts at $874. 866­
625­0242, www.hp.com

PERFECT LITTLE KID’S PILLOW
Lull your child to sleep with

the Sleepow Baby pillow, a su­
per­soft and cuddly portable
pillow that can play soothing
music or even your own voice to
help your little one drift off. It
has built­in speakers and an
MP3 player that comes preload­
ed with peaceful music to help
induce sleep. The music, which
has slower tempos and reduced
sound frequencies, ranges from
soft piano numbers to trickling
water tunes. Or sing your favor­
ite bedtime lullaby and record
it for playback on the MP3 play­
er. The pillow comes in the
shape of a pink bunny or blue
cat. It weighs under 13 ounces
and runs on three AAA batter­
ies. It comes perfectly con­
toured to fit a child’s head, and
best suits ages 1 to 5. Available
in May, $69. 339­368­6969,
www.sleepow.com

FOLLOW YOUR LUGGAGE
Throw GlobaTrac’s palm­

sized Trakdot into your checked
bag and keep tabs on your be­
longings worldwide. The lug­
gage tracker works with any
cellular device (no need for a
fancy smartphone or apps), and
it has an internal GSM chip that
uses cell towers rather than sat­
ellites to triangulate its posi­
tion. The device has a built­in
accelerometer and automatical­
ly shuts off its transmit­and­re­
ceive feature as the plane
speeds up for takeoff. It switch­
es off airplane mode when it
lands, reconnects to cell towers,
and sends you an SMS text mes­
sage or e­mail with the location
of your bag. Ever wonder what
happened to your checked bag
when it disappeared en route to
your destination? Look up your
suitcase’s location history on
the Trakdoc website. $89.99, in­
cludes activation fee and first
year annual service fee ($12.99
thereafter). 855­558­8722,
www.trakdot.com

uGADGETS
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LAPTOP AND TABLET
Lenovo’s Yoga 2 Pro can

bend and flip to fit all sorts of
spaces as you travel. The light­
weight ultrabook, which has a
super high­resolution (3200 x
1800) touchscreen display,
functions as a regular laptop,
but has a unique hinge that lets
you flip it over and stand it up
in “tent” mode on its nonslip
rubber edges so you can watch
a movie, surf the web, or play a
game. In this A­frame configu­
ration, you can fit the Yoga 2
Pro into smaller spaces, like
your airline’s tray table even
with the seat in front angled
down. Flip the screen all the
way over and the device turns
into a tablet. The ultrabook has
a solid­state drive (good protec­
tion in case of bumps or drops),
backlighted keyboard for low­
light situations, and in­plane
switching technology that
means screen quality looks
good even when viewed from
different angles, so you can en­
tertain several children in the
car’s back seats, or your plane’s
seatmates . I t we ighs 3 .1
pounds, and offers up to 9 
hours of battery life. Starts at
$999. 855­253­6686, www.len
ovo.com

CAMERA HANDLES IT ALL
Nikon’s latest super­rugged

mirrorless camera handles
bumps, dips, and cold temps
without sacrificing versatility:
The Nikon 1 AW1 is the world’s
first waterproof camera with in­
terchangeable lenses. Use it
with the standard 11­27.5mm
kit lens (equivalent to 30­
74mm), or swap that for a 
10mm (or 27mm) lens. The
camera remains waterproof to
15 feet, shockproof from 6.6
feet, and functional down to 14
degrees. It has a somewhat
boxy feel, but also has easy­to­
work buttons, a waterproof
pop­up flash that doesn’t blow
out images, a 3­ inch LCD
screen, and a built­in GPS with
compass, altimeter, and depth
meter. It does the trick for your
white­water, kayaking, and
snorkeling adventures, and can
bounce around in your back­
pack without breaking down.
The 14­megapixel camera han­
dles different lighting scenarios
with ease and captures the best­
quality shots of the many mir­
rorless cameras I’ve tried. It al­
so shoots 1080p high­def video.
$799.95 for body and 11­
27.5mm lens. 800­645­6687,
www.nikonusa.com

SUITCASE IN THE SKY
Back up all of your data files,

photos, videos, and music from
your computer’s internal and
external hard drives to Back­
blaze and this cloud back­up
service will store and protect
everything (no limits) for just
$5 a month. Once you upload
your data, the service runs qui­
etly and unobtrusively in the
background — no annoying
pop­ups or intrusions — and
continuously backs up your
work if you’re online, or as soon
as you get connected. If you ac­
cidentally delete something
critical or forget to hit Save, or
if your laptop gets dropped,
lost, or stolen, you can easily re­
trieve your files — or even the
data on your entire hard drive
— from Backblaze. Download
the Backblaze app and you can
access files from the cloud and
download them to your iPhone
or iPad, so you don’t need to lug
your laptop everywhere. 650­
352­3738, www.backblaze.com

Kari Bodnarchuk can be
reached at travelwriter@karib
.us.

Takingtechnology
ontheroadwithyou

Clockwise from above:
AT&T Unite Pro;
Sleepow Baby pillow;
Lenovo Yoga 2 Pro
laptop­tablet; and
Eye­Fi secure digital
cards.


