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HOLLIS and MILFORD, N.H.

T
here are still signs of human
life in these woods. Rutted
paths carve through the forest.
Stone walls meander through
the clearing. A few cellar holes
gather rainwater where tiny
cabins once stood.

But no one lives here any-
more.

Even in the best of times,
there is something alluring
about visiting a ghost town —
the site of a centuries-old settle-
ment that has been abandoned,
because of economic struggle

or some kind of warfare. Or contagion.
Right about now, historic empty spaces come filtered through an extra

layer of poignancy, for obvious reasons. In a time of pandemic, many of our
most bustling public spaces have been abandoned. When a shopping center
or civic plaza suddenly feels like a ghost town, we’re reminded, quite rudely,
that nothing lasts.

Russ Dickerman is well aware. He’s the caretaker of Monson Village, the
site of the short-lived New Hampshire town of Monson, just west of Nashua.

The town, incorporated in 1746, was home at its peak to about 15 families,
some of whom lived in tents. A combination of humble means, poor farming
conditions, and men called to military duty created hardships that could not
be overcome. The people of Monson petitioned the state to repeal their char-
ter, and the town was abandoned by 1770.

Dickerman, who is 89, was born in
Somerville. As a boy, he hated city living, he
says. He came to Milford to work on his un-
cle’s farm and never left the area. It was
home to most of his descendants — the
Clarks, the Adamses, the Bloods — and he
knew he belonged here.

In the 1950s, Dickerman and his parents
bought a plot of land that had once been
part of Monson. He and his father restored the Gould house, the sole home
still standing on the property. Today, the two-room structure serves as the
welcome center of Monson Village, a tiny museum crammed with local ar-
chives and mementos, household antiques, and eccentric clutter.

(During the current stay-at-home order in New Hampshire, visitors are
being urged to stay away from the grounds. In safer times, the museum is
typically open when Dickerman is on the premises, often in the afternoon.
Trail maps are available in a box affixed to the side of the Gould House.)

Amid the old garden tools and quirky effects (“Caution: Elephant Cross-

VILLAGE, Page N13

BY JAMES SULLIVAN | GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Monson was a ghost townMonson was a ghost town
long before this pandemic

This tiny N.H. village,
abandoned by 1770,
reminds us that the
world is constantly
evolving.
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A beaver pond can be reached by trekking along West Road — once the village main street — through the woods.
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Y
our kids’ circle of travel may be

restricted to your neighborhood,
but their minds can still travel the

world — and beyond. As you juggle
working from home and home-

schooling, you may discover there’s a fine line
between keeping children entertained and
providing them with good educational tools
— especially for families who minimize screen
time, like we do. Many museums, zoos, travel
companies, and other institutions have
stepped up their online offerings so they can
provide engaging fresh content that’s both en-
tertaining and informative. Here are a few of
our top picks.

A PEEK INTO ZOO LIFE
Zookeepers still need to care for their resi-

dent animals, and some post regular segments
about the world’s coolest creatures so your
children can learn about them from home. At
Nebraska’s Lincoln Children’s Zoo, keepers
now post short videos — anywhere from 5 to
20 minutes long — during which they interact
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Inform and entertain the kids
with these 7 virtual trips
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Dr. Janet Voight (center), a curator at Chicago’s Field Museum, points out a feature
on an octopus during the recording of an episode of “The Brain Scoop.”
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S hortly after the 2016 presiden-
tial election, former Boston resi-
dent Amy Giddon was commut-

ing to work when she saw the Subway
Therapy sticky note project on the
walls of a New York City subway sta-
tion. The Post-it notes display gave
disconsolate New Yorkers an opportu-
nity to share their post-election emo-
tions, with most expressing words of
hope and positivity. Giddon, 56, a
business consultant, was so moved by
the therapeutic wall of words that she
recently cofounded, along with Gregg
Trueman, an app called Daily Haloha
that mirrors the project’s mission by
“creating a collaborative shared expe-
rience of reflection, expression, and
connection," said Giddon. The free
app provides a daily thought-provok-
ing, fill-in-the-blank question, to
which participants respond anony-
mously and in turn receive a Haloha
response from another user elsewhere
in the world. “Our app is a mindful al-
ternative to mainstream social media,”
said Giddon, CEO of Daily Haloha.
“We provide a vehicle for highlighting
the shared struggles and joys of our
humanity, a simple routine to feel
more deeply connected to ourselves
and others every day.” We caught up

with Giddon, a mother of three grown
children who lives in New Rochelle,
N.Y., with her partner, Paul Derecktor,
president of Derecktor Shipyards, and
their dog, Mango, and cat, Kinko, to
talk about all things travel.

Favorite vacation destination? I fell in
love the minute I arrived in San
Miguel de Allende, Mexico. It offers
everything I love in an old city: cobble-
stone streets, a central town square
with a magnificent church in its cen-
ter, outdoor markets, a proud and rich
history, and interesting architecture,
in this case Spanish baroque, and a
hilly topography that offers great
views and sunsets. But what makes
San Miguel de Allende truly unique is
the visual arts that are on display ev-
erywhere — from high-end galleries to
small personal flourishes on the hous-
es. Walking up and down the cobbled
streets admiring the painted doors,
embellished windows, and whimsical
cast doorknockers is just delightful.
The city is bursting with color and cre-
ativity. Warm people and wonderful
food round out the experience.

Favorite food or drink while vacation-
ing?Whatever is local. I really like to

sample whatever the region is known
for and ideally with ingredients that
are also sourced locally. And if I can
get it from a food truck, all the better.
If I am at a restaurant, I like to leave it
to the server's recommendation,
something that they really take pride
in serving. A local red wine is pre-
ferred but frankly if it's not local, any
good red wine is just fine. I tend to
stash baggies of nuts everywhere to
tide me over between meals.

Where would you like to travel to but
haven’t? I would like to visit Tunisia
when the time is right. I am fascinated
by the mix of cultures and histories
there; the blend of European and Arab
peoples and influences. I would love to
explore the outdoor markets, archeo-
logical sites, and rich history. And per-
haps a day or two relaxing along the
Mediterranean and sampling the
North African mixed with Italian food!

One item you can’t leave homewith-
out when traveling?My sticky notes! I
have pads of them in my backpack
and I take them everywhere I go.
Sometimes I use them for taking
notes, other times for leaving notes.
Even if I don't use them at all, they're

a colorful inspiration waiting to hap-
pen.

Aisle or window?One-hundred per-
cent aisle. I have an aversion to incon-
veniencing people when I want to get
up, which is often.

Favorite childhood travel memory?

The six of us used to pile into our fam-
ily station wagon, parents in the front,
kids sprawled all over, and drive to vis-
it my grandmother in Bristol, Va. Over
the years, I think we stopped at every
Revolutionary and Civil War battle site
along the way. I didn't fully appreciate
it at the time, but those history lessons
are etched deep.

Guilty pleasure when traveling? I
tend to relax all the usual rules I have
for myself when traveling, but what
brings me the most pleasure is letting
myself hang out the digital "gone fish-
ing" sign, and not feeling like I have to
respond to everyone and everything
immediately. I can enjoy the moment
so much more if I'm untethered to my
phone.

Best travel tip? Invite locals to lunch.
I stumbled upon the joy and richness
of sharing a meal with people native to
a place when Paul and I invited our
taxi driver in Mexico to join us for
lunch. In the conversation we had
over the next two hours, I learned
more about the region than I ever
could have picked up from a travel
guide. Plus, we made a friend.

JULIET PENNINGTON

with and care for animals and chat about what
makes these precious creatures unique.

Children can see animals up close and learn
fun facts about them, such as how much an
American alligator grows in a year (one foot),
what it takes to train a white-cheeked gibbon
(Gerber puffs and Craisins), how many hours gi-
raffes spend eating each day (20!), and which
cute animals have rotated rear ankles that help
them climb in the arboreal realm (clouded leop-
ards). The Keeper Corner segments appear at 4
p.m. on the zoo’s Facebook page and on its web-
site soon after (under the Animals tab on
www.lincolnzoo.org). Each program includes a
related activity sheet that kids can download
from the website.

Similarly, Chicago’s Brookfield Zoo hosts
“Bringing The Zoo To You” live chats on its Face-
book page every weekday at noon EST. See
snakes up close and find out how and why they
camouflage themselves, and “meet” the zoo’s
new African lions, Brutus and Titus, who arrived
in March. Upcoming chats will feature African
painted dog puppies, Leo the red panda, Quil-
bert the prehensile-tailed porcupine, and Char-
ger the California sea lion. Send in your ques-
tions and animal care staff will answer them dur-
ing the recorded programs. The zoo plans to
produce weekday live chats until it reopens to
the public. Catch any missed segments on the
zoo’s Facebook page or YouTube channel. And
trust me, watching and learning about animals
never gets old (at any age).

TURN YOUR CURIOSITY TOWARD CHICAGO
Emily Graslie brings her infectious sense of

fun and lively reporting to Chicago’s Field Muse-
um, where she serves as the museum’s Chief Cu-
riosity Correspondent, interviewing scientists
and experts on everything from bugs to mush-
rooms. Graslie produces The Brain Scoop, a se-
ries of fun and educational videos that takes
viewers behind the scenes at the Field Museum
and showcases the museum’s collections, ex-
perts, and ongoing research efforts.

Check out the short video segments all about
eggs, snakes, spiders, glow rocks, worms, whales,
and even “The Joy of Cooking (with Bugs!).” For
those who can stomach higher ratings on the
“grossometer” scale, watch fascinating segments
that feature alligator and skunk dissections (using
already-dead critters donated to the museum).

Graslie has created more than 200 education-
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al videos about natural science (find them on
YouTube or the museum’s website, www.fieldmu-
seum.org/blog/the-brain-scoop), and although
she can’t film new content inside the museum
right now, she’s working on a new video about
the joys of backyard birding — using content
from cameras strategically mounted around her
yard — to be released soon (keep an eye out on
the museum’s website).

“The great thing about the Brain Scoop is that
it encourages viewers to find curious wonder all
around them, no matter where they might be in
the world — and I hope that message is some-
thing that can resonate with people staying at
home today, too," says Graslie.

VIRTUAL ADVENTURESWITH A TRAVEL PRO
Find out why you can’t swim in hot springs,

how many bears live in Yellowstone National
Park, and what makes a geyser blow during the
first of numerous online adventures produced by
Kasey Austin, president of Montana-based tour
operator Austin Adventures. The company’s new
Virtual Adventures for Kids series kicked off re-
cently with a focus on Yellowstone National Park,
featuring videos of Old Faithful and Austin’s live-
ly descriptions of the park’s landscape and wild-
life, and explanations of the geological forces at
work that cause geysers to erupt. More than
1,000 kids (and a few curious parents) tuned in
to the show, which is geared to ages 6 to 12.

Austin, who has a degree in elementary edu-
cation and has worked in the travel industry for
more than 20 years, will lead educational virtual

adventures to Costa Rica April 16 and Peru April
30, with a segment on “Life Is Good: The Power
of Positivity” on April 23, which focuses on em-
bracing optimism through adventure travel
while learning about Canada, Montana, Utah,
and Costa Rica. These free programs run 30 to
60 minutes on Thursdays at 2 p.m. (with a sec-
ond weekly program possibly coming soon);
catch missed adventures and check for future ad-
ditions on the company’s website, www.austi-
nadventures.com; register online.

TAKE A TOUR OF AMIGHTY BATTLESHIP
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the

end of World War II, and staff at the Battleship
Missouri Memorial in Oahu offer free virtual
tours of this historic ship for families and stu-
dents in grade 5 and above. These engaging per-
sonalized tours run 30 to 40 minutes anytime be-
tween 1 p.m. and 10 p.m. EDT (that’s 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. Hawaii Standard Time).

Neil Yamamoto, a former middle school
teacher and now the memorial’s Education Out-
reach Coordinator, and his staff lead interactive
tours aboard the ship (you can ask questions
anytime) using Zoom or Skype and cameras that

provide 360-degree views of different areas of the
ship. Your guide will navigate the virtual tour —
bringing up different viewpoints and zooming in
and out along the way — while telling you about
the world’s last operational battleship and its
role in history.

See the ship’s impressive guns with their 67-
foot-long barrels, view the historic spot where
the Japanese surrendered, and hear fascinating
tales about the ship’s construction — such as why
her deck is made with 3-inch-thick non-sparking
teak wood. Then go inside the battleship and ex-
plore the Combat Engagement Center or other
spaces while your guide provides interesting
facts in real-time. You’ll need a free Skype or
Zoom account, and a computer with reliable In-
ternet access, a Web-enabled camera, and speak-
ers. (Contact Neil at neily@ussmissouri.org to
set up a tour.)

ENGAGEWITH SCIENTISTS
Seattle’s Pacific Science Center (known as Pac-

Sci) has created new online educational content
to keep inquisitive minds active and engaged,
wherever you live. PacSci’s new Curiosity at
Home online resource (www.pacificsciencecen-
ter.org) includes streaming live science shows,
hands-on STEM activities, tutorials, interviews
with scientists, and a chance to connect with ex-
perts in real-time and ask questions.

Since it launched several weeks ago, the cen-
ter has produced fun scientist-led videos on com-
bustion, sound, and “super cold things”; projects
that let you combine your math and science skills
to make lava lamps, rain clouds, and electric cir-
cuits, and to create music with wine glasses (par-
ents may appreciate the cleanup process, too).
Also watch a demonstration on how lungs work
and then make your own model lung to see how
your diaphragm functions.

Not all of the content on the Curiosity at
Home resource page is new — like the DIY proj-
ects that teach you how to create a milk carton
boat, slime, fizzy sherbet, mini lightsabers, and
fake snow — but they never get old.

EXPLORE OUTER SPACE AT HOME
Finally, let your young adventurer’s mind

wander into space. Using Stellarium, an open-
source planetarium software that shows realistic
sky views in 3-D, kids can explore their own
night skies. Stellarium (stellarium.org) shows ce-
lestial bodies overhead in real-time, based on
your location and the date and time, so your bud-
ding astronomer can identify planets, constella-
tions, and thousands of other interstellar objects.

The software, which works on your computer
or using an Android or Apple phone (small fee
for the app), has a catalog of more than 600,000
stars, 80,000 deep-sky objects, constellations for
more than 40 countries, images of nebulae, real-
istic Milky Way views, and realistic sunrise and
sunset views.

Hopefully, these activities will help keep life in
perspective during this tricky time and give your
young adventurer some peace of mind.

Kari Bodnarchuk can be reached at travelwriter
@karib.us. Follow her on Instagram @womens
travelguide.

On vacation, she hangs up the digital ‘gone fishing’ sign
THE VIP LOUNGE | AMY GIDDON

Amy Giddon in San Miguel de
Allende, Mexico.

Q. Last October, I purchased a travel
insurance policy through Travel
Guard for a Regent Seven Seas cruise
from Bangkok to Abu Dhabi. The

cruise line canceled the trip on Feb. 19.
I asked if the travel insurance policy was re-

fundable. A Travel Guard representative told me
all cancellations must be made within 15 days of
the effective date.

Travel Guard offered me a credit voucher,
good for 90 days. But that was useless because
cruise lines have suspended operations and the
government is advising people to avoid travel.
I’ve heard nothing from Travel Guard. Can you

help me get my money back?
GERALD PHELAN, Napa, Calif.

A. We’re in uncharted waters when it
comes to coronavirus.

Regent’s ticket contract, the legal
agreement between you and the cruise line, says
it will refund the fare if it cancels your cruise.
Fortunately, it refunded your cruise immediately
after the cancellation.

But your insurance is another matter. You
have a 15-day “free look” period after you buy a
travel insurance policy, after which the policy is
nonrefundable. If your trip gets canceled, some

travel insurance companies will allow you to cov-
er a future trip. But what if there are no future
trips — at least not in the foreseeable future?

Like I said, uncharted waters.
By the way, the next time you book a cruise,

you’ll want to read your policy carefully. In re-
viewing the policies that Regent sells, I noticed at
least one that doesn’t cover the cessation of the
cruise line. In other words, if the cruise line goes
under, you’ll lose your policy and your vacation.

Your question is one of thousands that are
pouring in during the coronavirus cancellation
crisis. Although it’s become impossible for my
advocacy team and me to mediate every case, we

can still help. I publish the names, numbers, and
e-mails of the executive contacts at Regent Seven
Seas and Travel Guard on my consumer advoca-
cy website, elliott.org. We also host forum.el-
liott.org, a helpful forum where travelers can
post their questions and get immediate help.

You reached out to Travel Guard using our ex-
ecutive contacts. The company offered a full re-
fund for your policy.

If you need help with a coronavirus-related
refund, please contact me. You can send details
through my consumer advocacy site or e-mail me
at chris@elliott.org.
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My cruise line canceled — is my travel insurance policy refundable?

Online trips
transport,
entertain,
and educate

Above: Seattle’s Pacific Science Center has
created a new Curiosity at Home online
resource for kids that includes streaming
live science shows, hands-on STEM
activities, and a chance to ask questions of
experts in real-time. Right: Chicago’s
Brookfield Zoo hosts “Bringing The Zoo To
You” live chats on its Facebook page every
weekday at noon.


