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SAVINGS ARE OFF OF ORIGINAL CONTRACTED RATES/PRICES AND ARE REFLECTED ABOVE. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations and round-trip midweek airfare from Boston. Valid for travel
9/4–12/12/07. Travel dates for Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa and Wailea Beach Marriott Resort & Spa are 10/1–12/15/07. Oahu and Hawaii’s Big Island airfare is based on American Airlines “N” class contract
economy bulk fare. Kauai airfare is based on American Airlines “S” class contract economy bulk fare, and Maui is based on American Airlines “V” class published fare. Free night
included in price. Midsize car upgrade with unlimited mileage from Hertz included in all islands except Oahu where round-trip transfers are included. Unless specified, room upgrades
are based on availability at check-in. Surcharges apply for select activities. Rates are subject to change without notice, availability, holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges and other
restrictions apply. Up to a $26 daily resort or parking fee is additional & payable directly to the specific hotel. September 11th Security Fee up to $10, U.S. government taxes and
PFCs of up to $76 are additional and may be payable prior to departure. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the content of this ad. AD#043069

1-800-543-2336 LIBERTYTRAVEL.COM

From sightseeing to multi-island vacations, your Liberty Travel Hawaii Specialist
can help you plan the perfect Hawaii vacation with specially priced fall packages.

experience fall in hawaii with

FREE Nights
& Breakfast for Two Daily

Packages include upgrade to a midsize car

OAHU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 Nights
Outrigger Reef on the Beach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1269
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa – Guaranteed Room Upgrade . . . . . . . . . . .$1399
Turtle Bay Resort – Room Upgrade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1549

HAWAII’S BIG ISLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1279
Sheraton Keauhou Bay Resort & Spa – $200 Dining Credit per room per stay . . . . . .$1625
The Fairmont Orchid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1775

KAUAI
Kauai Marriott Resort & Beach Club – Room Upgrade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1615
Sheraton Kauai Resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1785
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa – Guaranteed Room Upgrade . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2019

MAUI
Wailea Beach Marriott Resort & Spa – Room Upgrade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1885
Hyatt Regency Maui Resort & Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2115
Sheraton Maui Resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2175

L O N G E R O R S H O R T E R S T AY S AVA I L A B L E

Travel

BY KARI J. BODNARCHUK | GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

T
his picturesque rural town in the heart of the Mad River Valley has a vibrant community, a thriving arts scene, unmatched
outdoor activities, and a conscience. Residents spend extra to buy their cheese, veggies, and free-range meat from local farm-
ers, schools serve children organic food, and the Mad Bus whisks people around town for free. In this casually sophisticated
valley, people wear their fleece to the choral performances, vendors at town events sell Thai and Ethiopian food, and the
local cinema shows Cuban and environmental films and hosts photo exhibits with a political bent. Go see a flick and you may
be sitting next to a former Broadway actor, a world-class skier, a glass-blowing artist, or an organic farmer — all locals.

CLOSE-UP ON WAITSFIELD,  VT.

IT’S A NATURAL
RURAL TOWN THRIVES WITH VIBRANT ARTS SCENE AND AN ORGANIC LIFESTYLE

Scenic Route 100 bisects town and runs parallel to the north-flowing
Mad River, which draws swimmers, anglers, canoists, and kayakers.
Clearwater Sports (4147 Main St., 802-496-2708, clearwatersports.com;
canoe/kayak trips $75-$85, tube rental and shuttle $23) runs five-hour
guided canoe and kayak trips on the river and full-moon trips on a local
lake, complete with a gourmet dinner. Or, rent kayaking gear or inner
tubes, get shuttled to the riverhead, and float downriver for hours.

The Mad River Path Association (802-496-7284, madriverpath.com)
oversees a network of hiking trails in the valley and produces an easy-to-
read topographic map that highlights some of the area’s best routes and
daytrips. Wander along the Mad River, climb Camel’s Hump or Lincoln
Peak, or hike along the Long Trail.

Inverness Ski Shop (5274 Main St., 802-496-3343, iskishop.com, $25
a day) rents mountain bikes for exploring trails in the valley. Or head to
Sugarbush Resort (1840 Sugarbush Access Road, Warren, 800-537-
8427, sugarbush.com; bikes $25-$75 a day, lift tickets $30 a day), which
offers lift-served mountain biking through its new Sugarbush Summer
Adventure Center. Bring a bike or rent one, ride the lifts up, and explore
15 miles of single-track, cross-country trails, and downhill runs. 

Looking for something more offbeat? Sugarbush has two new 18-hole
Frisbee golf courses. Or, enjoy a bird’s-eye view of the valley. Sugarbush
Soaring (Warren-Sugarbush Airport, 2355 Airport Road, Warren, 802-
496-2290, sugarbushsoaring.com; 20- to 30-minute ride $119-$156,
Thursday-Monday, call first) offers glider rides and lessons.

P L AY

PHOTOS BY CALEB KENNA FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

The Store (above, located in a former Methodist meetinghouse on Main Street) offers Vermont gourmet products. Hadley
Gaylord (below) sorts fresh produce at the Mad River Green Farmers’ Market.

Artisans’ Gallery (Bridge Street, 802-496-6256, vtartisans
gallery.com) is a co-op that markets contemporary crafts and eclectic
works by about 180 Vermont-based artisans. 

The Store (5275 Main St., 802-496-4465 or 800-639-8031, vermont-
store.com), located in a restored 1834 Methodist meetinghouse, carries
Vermont gifts and gourmet products, imported pottery and linens,
cookware, children’s books, and antiques. 

At Waitsfield Pottery (4366 Main St., No. 1, 802-496-7155, 
waitsfieldpottery.com), Ulrike Tessmer, originally of Hamburg,
Germany, makes and sells a fun and unusual selection of fine pottery. 

S P E N D

PHOTO GALLERY: GO ONLINE
TO TAKE A TOUR OF WAITSFIELD, VT.
PLAN YOUR NEXT TRIP:
ATTRACTIONS, RESTAURANTS, ETC.

WAITSFIELD, VT.
• POPULATION 1,659
• WEBSITES madrivervalley.com, waitsfieldvt.us
• DISTANCE FROM BOSTON 190 miles
• ODD FACT The local phone company,
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom, has been
in operation since 1904 and owned and run by
Waitsfield’s Haskin family since 1908.

FOR MORE, SEE PAGE E7

Green Mountain Coffee got its
start at Three Mountain Cafe (107
Mad River Green, 802-496-5470,
threemountaincafe.com) in the
early ’80s. It’s a cozy spot with free
Wi-Fi, tasty breakfast, and deli
sandwiches ($2.99-$6), and the
best cup of joe in town ($1-$1.80). 

The valley is home to another
first: the birth of American flat-
bread. American Flatbread bakery
and restaurant (Lareau Farm, 46
Lareau Road, 802-496-8856,
americanflatbread.com; Friday-
Saturday, 5:30-9:30 p.m., pizza
$8.50-$18.50), serves delicious
wood-fired flatbread pizzas. 

Easy Street Cafe and Restau-
rant (6163 Main St., Route 100,
802-496-7234, easystreetmarket
.com; daily for lunch, sandwiches
$7.15; Tuesday-Sunday for dinner,
entrees $15-$23). 

Or, head up the hill to Timbers
Restaurant at Sugarbush Resort
(1840 Sugarbush Access Road,
Warren, 802-583-6800; lunch
$9-$12, dinner entrees $15-$26)
for one of the best fine-dining
experiences in the valley. 

F U E L

Inn at the Round Barn Farm
(1661 East Warren Road, 802-496-
2276, innattheroundbarn.com;
$165-$315) has 12 guestrooms in
a renovated 19th-century farm-
house. The inn sits on 245 acres,
surrounded by meadows, moun-
tains, and ponds, next to a round
barn that hosts art exhibits and
performances by local theater and
music groups. 

Millbrook Inn and Restaurant
(533 Mill Brook Road, Route 17,
800-477-2809, millbrookinn.com;
summer $95-$105 with breakfast,
$145-$155 with breakfast and
dinner) is an 1850s renovated
farmhouse. Don’t miss the restau-
rant, which serves homemade
pasta, breads, and desserts, and is
known for its Indian food. 

The 1824 House Inn (2150
Main St., 802-496-7555,
1824house.com; $99-$135 Sun-
day-Thursday, $153-$163 Friday-
Saturday) has eight country-style
rooms and serves a three-course
breakfast with fruit, pastries, and
a main entree. The inn has a great
swimming hole nearby.

R E S T

The Purple Moon Pub (6163
Main St., Route 100, 802-496-
3422, purplemoonpub.com) has a
nice outdoor deck and a small,
intimate ‘‘martini bar’’ feel inside,
with comfy couches and a hand-
crafted mahogany bar. It serves
Vermont beers on tap and pub fare
until 10 p.m. on weekdays and 2
a.m. on weekends, and often has
live entertainment on weekends. 

Just down the road, Localfolk
Smokehouse (9 Route 17, on the
corner of Routes 17 and 100,
802-496-5623) serves 18 types of
draft beer until 1 a.m., Thursdays

to Saturdays, and has pool tables
and an outdoor deck. It’s known
for its hickory-smoked barbecue
ribs and live entertainment, in-
cluding funk, folk, R&B, bluegrass,
and rock bands. 

John Egan’s Big World Pub and
Grill (8 Route 17, 802-496-3033,
bigworldvermont.com) is another
popular locals’ hangout that draws
families and the outdoorsy set. It
closes by 9:30 p.m. (call first) and
doesn’t have entertainment, but
it’s the perfect spot to get a beer
(with a good burger or rack of
lamb prepared on a wood grill)
and relax in a casual setting that’s
decorated with local artwork. 

PA R T Y

The Big Picture Theater & Cafe (48 Carroll Road, 802-496-8994,
bigpicturetheater.info, Wednesday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.) lives up to
its motto: ‘‘A local gathering place with a global dimension.’’ In the past
year, this popular hangout has held a Cuban film festival, an opera festi-
val, a punk rock show, salsa nights, politically themed exhibits, and
performances by local bands. 

At the Mad River Green Farmers’ Market (Route 100, on the Mad
River Green, mrgfm.com, Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m., May-October), you
can buy locally grown fruits and veggies, baked goods, free-range meat
products, maple syrup, and crafts, all while listening to live music.

The Vermont Festival of the Arts takes place each August (Aug.
3-Sept. 3, 802-496-6682, vermontartfest.com) throughout the valley, and
includes more than 100 events: local theater, dance, and music perform-
ances, art exhibits and demonstrations, cooking classes, a decorated
boat regatta, garden tours, and an ice cream social. Don’t miss the Mad
River Valley Duck Race on Sept. 2 , when more than 5,000 yellow rubber
duckies race down the river to raise money for local schools, arts, and
environmental groups, and charities.

The festival culminates in the Mad River Valley Craft Fair (Kenyon’s
Field, madrivercraftfair.com; Sept. 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sept. 2, 10-4;
adults $3, children under age 13 free) on Labor Day weekend, when you
can pick up handmade pottery, clothing, furniture, fine art, jewelry, and
more. The event includes music by the big band Green Mountain Swing,
artists’ demonstrations, and kids’ activities.
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MASSACHUSETTS
NANTUCKET

76 MAIN STREET INN
Lovely Capt’s Mansion on cobble-stoned Main St. 1minute stroll to fine dining, shops
& wharf. 20 rms, private baths, TV, A/C, WIFI. Lovely garden patio, fresh baked cont
breakfast, families welcome. www.76main.com 800-876-6858

JARED COFFIN HOUSE
Historic mansion(most rms A/C)in heart of Nantucket Town, shops,restaurants steps
away. Seaing is Believing select dates fr $130/rm/nt.Ltd avail July/Aug. NA to grps.
Mature Trav discts avail in Fall. www.jaredcoffinhouse.com 800-248-2405

THE BERKSHIRES & WESTERN MA

THE WILLIAMS INN
Cntrly loc. No. Berkshires 125 rms, indr pl, sauna, spa, FS dining rm, Tavern, wknd ent,
3day/2nt plan incl. 2 bkfts/1 dinner ea. nr sports/cultural attracts On-the-Village Green
Rt2&US & Williamstown www.williamsinn.com  800-828-0133

UPPER CAPE

ADMIRALTY INN
Downtown Falmouth, 1 Mi from Beach. FREE hi spd Internet, cont brkfst, indr/outdr
pools. Rms w/frdg, coffee mkr, hairdryer. Weekdays from $108 now thru 8/31. Jacuzzi
Rooms & Townhouse Suites available www.theadmiraltyinn.com 800-341-5700

INNSEASON RESORTS CAPE COD
Walk to the harbor or beach from 3 delightful resorts on the water in Falmouth.
Spacious Hotel rms, Studios, 1-2 BR Suites w/kits, whirlpools. In/Outdr Pools. Midwk
from $174 thru 9/2. Packages avail. www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

NEW HAMPSHIRE
LAKES REGION

LAKES & MOUNTAINS SELECT RESORTS
Your best choice for service, value and activities. 4-season resorts centrally located to
the best that New Hampshire has to offer. Our website pulls them all together with
specials, packages & more. www.lakesandmountainsresorts.com 800-284-6985

LANDMARK INN
GREAT VALUE!  Cozy guest rooms with the charm of a country inn start @ $49.99 &
include free deluxe continental breakfast. KIDS STAY FREE*  Near area attractions &
tax free outlet shopping. *Restrix E-Mail: landmark@metrocast.net 603-524-8000

MARGATE ON WINNIPESAUKEE
Lakeside Resort  where *KIDS STAY FREE! 141 rms, 400’ beach, jet ski rntls., Beach
Bar, outdr & indr pools, whrlpl., sauna, hlth spa, Bistro/Lounge. Free Cont. Brkfst, Disc
to area attrac. *Restrix www.themargate.com 877-584-1571

PURITY SPRING RESORT
INCLUSIVE & AFFORDABLE-500 acres of pristine/lakeside adventure! Incls
allmeals/canoes/kayaks/waterskiing/4 sandy beaches/lobster/steak cookout/hiking/moun-
tain biking. Adult $130/Kids $44pp/do/pn www.PuritySpring.com/globe 1-800-FREESKI

LINCOLN/WOODSTOCK

INNSEASON RESORTS AT LOON
Two great resorts in the heart of Lincoln. Spacious hotel rms, 1-2 Bdrm Suites,
Kitchens, In-rm Whirlpools, In/outdr Pool/Hot tubs, Fitness Rms.Mdwk rates from
$139/nt thru 9/3. Family Fun Pkg avail www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

JACK O’LANTERN RESORT
18-hole, par 70 golf course, golf school, outdoor heated pool, grille & bar, vacation
homes, stay & play pkgs, group packages & great for family getaways. White
Mountains/Pemi Rvr/Covered Bridge. www.jackolanternresort.com 800-227-4454

LOON VILLAGE VACATION RENTALS
LOON MOUNTAIN/WHITE MOUNTAINS 1-5 BR Fully Equipped Townhouses,
Indoor/Outdoor Pool and Hot tubs, Fitness, Game Room, Tennis Courts, Close to
White Mt. Attractions. www.villagevactionrentals@yahoo.com 1-800-811-7368

MERRIMACK VALLEY & LAKE SUNAPEE

MOUNTAIN EDGE RESORT & SPA
SPA GETAWAYS: $249/nt for TWO incl. $100 in on-site spa services, luxury 1BR Den
Suite w/hi-speed net, DVD/CTV. Sauna, fitness ctr, 2 pools, casual on-site dining. 90
min. from Boston via I-93 & I-89. www.mountainedgeresort.com 877-468-3343

NEW HAMPSHIRE
NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON

AMC HIGHLAND LODGE AT CRAWFORD NOTCH
Comfortable lodge in beautiful Crawford Notch. Hiking trails, dining room, naturalist
programs, free use of LL Bean gear room.  50+ Midweek Special - pvt room, dinner,
bkfst, lunch starts at $79/pp. www.outdoors.org/highland 603-466-2727

ATTITASH MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
Story Land Packages-tix & lodging from only $50/person - book consecutive nights and
save up to 40%! For bigger kids - book Attitash Summer Park getaways from $65/person,
with water & alpine slides! MtWashingtonValleyAccommodations.com 800-862-1600

BEST WESTERN RED JACKET MOUNTAIN VIEW
North Conway, White Mountains. Panoramic mtn views, quality accommodations.
Luxury full svc. spa, large indoor pool, game room, restaurant/lounge, rentals. Near tax
free shopping and Storyland. AAA◆◆◆ www.RedJacketResort.com 800-RJACKET

EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE
Quintessential New England summer vacations..only better! Swim, Hike, Bike, Golf,
Picnic, RELAX! Inn Rms fr. $99/night (upgrades add’l). Story Land & Golf Pkgs, too.
Take a peek online today! AAA◆◆ www.eaglemt.com/wtss 800-966-5779

LUXURY MOUNTAIN GETAWAY
NH White Mtn’s Most Requested Award-Winning Resorts! Discover Why...Ask About
our Storyland Package! 7 Pools, Jacuzzis, Fitness Center. 3rd Night 1/2 off or 4th Night
Free! www.lmgnh.com 877-LMG-STAY

STONEHURST MANOR
30-rm “country elegant” mansion with the “best” mtn views, outdr pool, gazebo,
Library Lounge. Hike, golf, shop nrby. Fr. $68ppdo incl. Bkfst, Dinner(off reg. extensive
menu).Rec. NYT, Bon Appetit. www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT AT BRETTON WOODS
Stay 3 nights and get your 4th night FREE at our Townhomes!  OR, stay at the Lodge,
and receive a FREE scenic lift ride at the Bretton Woods Adventure Center.
Restrictions apply - call for details! www.mtwashington.com 800-314-1775

SEACOAST
BEST WESTERN SEABROOK INN
A Kid Friendly property where kids really make a splash. Incl’d in our affordable rm
rates; waterslide,frog slide, ferris wheel, train ride, petting zoo, pony rides, paddle
boats & more. 4 & 6 nt pkgs www.seacoastvacation.com 603-474-3078

RHODE ISLAND
GREATER PROVIDENCE

DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT
Great Loc. Getaway to Dwntwn Providence this Aug! $25 off all rates per nt! WaterFire
Wknds, Family Blast Pkg, indulge at Prov. Restaurants, Prov. Place Mall,
Dave&Busters,IMAX. Must bring in this AD! www.courtyard.com/pvddt 1-888-887-7955

NEWPORT
NEWPORT HARBOR HOTEL AND MARINA
Home of Pier 49 Seafood and Spirits, offering harbor side dining and nightlyentertain-
ment.  Walk to shops, restaurants, attractions.Enter Corporate ID “globe” for exclu-
sive Boston Globe discounts. www.newporthotel.com 800-955-2558

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH COUNTY

NARRAGANSETT
Beachfront homes. Water view & pond front. Walk to beach. Wkly furn. rentals still
avail. Visit beautiful beaches & fishing port of Galilee. Mins to Newport. View & reserve
online.CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED www.durkincottages.com 401-789-6659

THE ATLANTIC HOUSE
Hist Oceanfront Hotel. Next to famous Narragansett Towers/bch. Variety of rms, most
w/spect vu, AC, Cable TV. Walk to indr pool, fishing, pier, rest. shops/cinema. Mdwk
spec fr $135/nt 888-526-2326 or  401-783-6400

THE VILLAGE INN
Ocnfrnt Resort & Conf. Ctr-Suites, Variety of rms indr pool, Jacuzzi & fitness rm. Cafe-
rest & lounge w/lrg Ocnvw deck. Beach, quaint shops & cinema steps away. Wkday
Spec. fr $170/nt. 800-843-7437 or www.v-inn.com 401-783-6767

VERMONT
CENTRAL VERMONT

LAKE MOREY RESORT
18-Hole Championship Golf Course - NEW SPA -Stay & Play Pkgs - Lakeside Dining &
Guest Rooms - Tennis, Boats, Hlth Club, Hiking, Biking, Kids Program, Daily
Recreational Activities, Entertainment www.lakemoreyresort.com 800-423-1211

THE HUNTINGTON HOUSE INN
Country Inn, Restaurant, & Tavern tucked away in charming Rochester. Six brms/pvt
baths and 2 elegant suites with 2 brms/2baths, modern amenities. French inspired cui-
sine with an impressive wine list. www/huntingtonhouseinn.com 802-767-9140

MANCHESTER/SOUTHERN VT
ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN RESORT
VT Inspired. Spac mtnside lodging, on-site activities dir., golf, tennis, hiking, horseback
riding, restaurants, entertainment, fitness ctr & spa w/in/out pools, covered bridge tour,
mins to Woodstock www.ascutney.com 800-243-0011

STOWE
STOWEFLAKE MOUNTAIN RESORT & SPA
A FAMILY VACATION! 3 nights include accommodations, breakfast, 1 Stowe activity,
bike/in-line skate rentals, mini-golf and free golf on a 9-hole course! From $469 adult,
$72 child. Restrictions apply. www.stoweflake.com 800-253-2232

TRAPP FAMILY LODGE
2400 acre mountain resort in the European tradition by the family that inspired “The
Sound of Music” 96 rooms from $225/nite, 2 BR Guest Houses from $900/wk & 3 BR
Villas from $3100/wk. Partials avail www.trappfamily.com 1-800-826-7000

OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND
NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
$109 for 2 persons. Singles $104 Suites $119 to $139. Lincoln Ctr area, Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 min to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area.Riverside &
80th Street For Free Brochure www.riversidetowerhotel.com 800-724-3136

OUTSIDE UNITED STATES
BERMUDA

FAIRMONT HAMILTON PRINCESS
Bermuda’s Hotel, the Grande Dame of Bermuda  & historic landmark. Just steps to
downtown shops, nightlife & restaurants. Fun in the Sun Endless Summer Promo
rates from $299 with a  $300 Visa gift card www.fairmont.com 888-495-2134

CANADA
RODD GRAND & THE CAT FERRY-NOVA SCOTIA
Depart Portland any Thur or Fri. High tail it to Yarmouth, NS for 2 nts at the RGH. The
CAT Days of Summer Package includes 2 nts lodging & walk-on passenger fare for
$235ppdo. No passport required! www.catferryoffer.com 866-775-8286

ITALY
PARKER VILLAS
Beautiful Italian villas at about half what a hotel costs. Perfect for couples, fami-
lies, or larger groups.  Call for a FREE color catalog or visit www.parkervillas.com
800-280-2811
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directory can be found on-line at 
explorenewengland.com/wheretostay

and every Sunday in the 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette.

In addition to the Boston Globe the

WHERE TO STAY

Call today to advertise 617-929-3284

Maine’s Premier Mountain Resort

(800) 654-0125
bethelinn.com/BGDeals.htm

Cool Mountain
Escapes from $60

By Kari J. Bodnarchuk
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

WAITSFIELD, Vt. — This small
community of about 1,700 has one
of the state’s liveliest visual, cultur-
al, and performing arts scenes
and, at least unofficially, its high-
est concentration of artists.

‘‘Not a lot of people watch tele-
vision here, and it’s a much more
vibrant community because of
that,’’ says Jennifer Howard, a lo-
cal resident and chairwoman of
The Valley Players, a community
theater group. ‘‘People tend to get
out more and get involved.’’

Howard and others also at-
tribute this vibrancy to the New
Yorkers and other New England-
ers who have moved to the area
and brought art or art apprecia-
tion with them, and to the open-
ness of the existing community. 

Waitsfield is home to a profes-
sional theater group, a community
theater group, a choral group, a fa-
cility that hosts summer music
and theater camps for children,
numerous venues that showcase
high-quality theater events and
musical performances throughout
the year, and many galleries that
exhibit the works of dozens of lo-
cal artists.

The Valley Players performs
several high-caliber theater events
each year in a historic building on
Main Street that was a church
when it was built in the 1800s.

‘‘We firmly believe in making
the performing arts available to
everyone by keeping our prices
down and encouraging people to
get up on stage,’’ says Howard.
‘‘There’s a lot of talent in this val-
ley and people who love to get on
stage.’’ 

The community theater group
usually puts on three to five big
productions a year, shows such as

the recent musical ‘‘Side by Side by
Sondheim’’ and the comedy ‘‘The
Cemetery Club.’’ 

This month, the group holds
three play readings as part of the
Vermont Festival of the Arts. The
first, Aug. 9, is a staged reading of
the very funny whodunit, ‘‘The
Real Inspector Hound’’ by Tom
Stoppard. 

The readings on Aug. 16 and
23 ‘‘are open to anyone who walks
through the door,’’ says Howard. 

Each summer, the Skinner
Barn Theatre Company produces
a Broadway cabaret series, a big
musical, and several public dances
at The Skinner Barn, a restored
1891 post-and-beam dairy barn. 

The company’s founder, Peter
Boynton, moved to Waitsfield in
2000 from New York, where he
was a Broadway actor and a soap
star on ‘‘As the World Turns’’ (re-
member Tonio Reyes?). This
month, the company performs the
musical ‘‘The Fantasticks’’ as part
of the arts festival.

The Bundy Center for the Arts,
just south of town, was built by ar-

chitect Harlow Carpenter in 1962
as a contemporary rural museum.
After several reincarnations, it’s a
top arts venue for the community.

‘‘We’re trying to be an all-
around center for the arts by offer-
ing visual arts, performing arts,
music, theater, and the whole
range,’’ says Ruth Ann Pattee, op-
erations director for the center.

The nonprofit Green Mountain
Cultural Center, located in the ren-
ovated 1910 Joslyn Round Barn,
hosts year-round art exhibits,
theater productions, and musical
events such as the three-week
June opera festival. All of the re-
hearsals and a series of opera-re-
lated classes and lectures take
place at the center and are open to
the public. 

‘‘People can watch the making
of an opera,’’ says Tim Piper, co-
owner of the Inn at the Round
Barn, site of the Joslyn Round
Barn. ‘‘They can see the creative
directors putting the staging to-
gether, hang out with musical di-
rectors from the New York Met,
and have lunch with opera singers

who come from all over the world.
It’s like a fantasy baseball camp.’’

‘‘The key to all the arts in the
valley,’’ Piper says, ‘‘is that people
have an opportunity to be exposed
to new art forms in a personal and
intimate way.’’

It’s nothing like watching TV.

Kari J. Bodnarchuk, a freelance
writer and photographer, can be
reached at travelwriter@karib.us.

‘There’s a lot of talent in this valley’

CALEB KENNA FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Built in 1962 as a museum, The Bundy Center for the Arts is
now a top arts venue for the Waitsfield community.

The Skinner Barn
609 Common Road, Waitsfield, Vt.
802-496-4422
theskinnerbarn.com
The Valley Players
Route 100
802-583-1674
valleyplayers.com
The Bundy Center for the Arts
and Mad River Chorale
361 Bundy Road
802-496-4781
Green Mountain Cultural
Center
Joslyn Round Barn
8 Mad River Green
802-496-7722
theroundbarn.com

If you go . . .
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