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tat, Sir Clough was not con-
strained by convention. With a
more restrictive budget, his vil-
lage would provide a home for
‘‘fallen buildings,’’ ‘‘found ob-
jects’’ from urns to unwanted
structures, gathered up and lov-
ingly transported to his idyllic
property on the coast. Both men
had little taste for modern archi-
tecture.

With the dedicated passion of
a collector, Sir Clough (1883-
1978) grasped each opportunity
as it arose. And there were times
when the cart came before the
horse. On one occasion, a 17th-
century ballroom ceiling for the
bargain price of 13 pounds pre-
sented itself and he unhesitating-
ly moved on it. His preemptive
action meant that he had to erect
— with some haste — a building
in which to install his new acqui-
sition.

This shrewd entrepreneur
and mostly self-taught architect,
came by all manner of odds and
ends for his village. A giant plas-
ter statue of Buddha was used in
an Ingrid Bergman movie ‘‘Inn of
the Sixth Happiness.’’ The pur-
chase of 30 mermaid panels from
a Seaman’s Mission sale caused a
furor. When the mission’s finan-
cial position improved they
wanted their mermaids back. But
no luck. 

According to guide Meurig
Jones, antiquing for the required
effect was not out of the ques-
tion. ‘‘Sir Clough acquired nu-
merous urns and buried them in
the woodland for ageing. As
sometimes happens, nobody re-
membered where they were bur-
ied and they were discovered
years later by the gardeners.’’

Today Portmeirion moves ev-
er forward. It has been called
weird, batty, a monumental joke,
a ridiculous Welsh fantasy, and
even a take on Disney World.

Its 50 buildings — all habit-
able, each with a unique theme
and ranging in hue from peach to
cinnamon, turquoise, French
blue, terra cotta, orange, and
sunshine yellow — would fit well
not only in Italy but also in Mex-
ico, Spain, or even India.

The architectural style is
eclectic; a bell tower complete
with a chiming clock rescued
from a brewery about to be de-
molished; a Town Hall in the
Arts-and-Crafts style with mul-
lioned windows from Emral Hall,
Welsh home of the Puleston fam-
ily for seven centuries; a colon-
nade built in Bristol in 1760,
transported and rebuilt in Port-
meirion in 1959; an Italian piaz-
za; and Romeo and Juliet balco-
nies. Leaning from a terrace
overlooking the sea, a ceramic
Shakespeare adds a whimsical
touch.

As we stroll along winding
paths toward the piazza, Bur-
mese goddesses ‘‘dance’’ on Ionic
columns and a 17 th-century
stone lion leers as I trip on the
cobbles. Jones points out the

domes on the lighthouse and
Town Hall. ‘‘They look real don’t
they, but look closer — they’re
overturned pig boilers.’’ If the
genuine item was not available,
Sir Clough never failed to find a
substitute.

‘‘Our most popular cottage is
Watch House,’’ Jones says. ‘‘It’s
very romantic.’’ And I can imag-
ine sitting on the balcony on a
moonlit night, sipping mead and
seeing a knight on horseback gal-
loping along the coastline. There
is a dreamlike ambience in Sir
Clough’s village, where cottages
are named Dolphin, Mermaid,
Salutation, Unicorn, White
Horses, and Neptune.

Celebrity sightings are a possi-
bility. Visitors have included the
Duke of Windsor, King Zog of Al-
bania, and actors Liam Neeson,
Jude Law, and Bergman. Brian
Epstein, manager of the Beatles,
spent many a summer in his fa-

vorite abode, The Gate House.
‘‘His one complaint,’’ says Jones:
‘‘There were not enough ward-
robes for his clothes so he
brought along his own.’’

Noel Coward, the famous
playwright and raconteur, found
the village just the place to head
off a period of writer’s block
brought on by the incessant
bombing of London during
World War II. Settled in Upper
Fountain cottage, Coward took
just five days to write his classic
play ‘‘Blithe Spirit.’’

Patrick McGoohan and his
1960s TV series ‘‘The Prisoner’’
lifted Portmeirion to new
heights. Using the village as the
backdrop for the series garnered
a huge visitor base. Each August
fans of the cult classic take over
Portmeirion for their three-day
convention. 

Close to 100 years old, Port-
meirion prospers still in the

hands of Sir Clough’s grandson,
the novelist Robin Llywelyn. Cre-
ativity lives on in Y Gwyllt, the
woodlands surrounding the vil-
lage. Susan, daughter of Sir
Clough, was not only the talented
landscape artist responsible for
this magical wild garden, but she
was also a potter of national re-
pute. Her Portmeirion dinner-
ware and the ‘‘Botanic Garden
Collection’’ in particular, is a fa-
vorite with collectors. Each piece
features a different plant.

A visit to Portmeirion, a weird
but wonderful place, provides a
tantalizing glimpse into the mind
of Sir Clough.

Anne Gordon can be reached at
annegordon@yahoo.com.
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Getting there
Portmeirion is 2Æ miles south
of Porthmadog on the west
coast of Wales. It is about a
2-hour drive from Manchester,
Liverpool, and Birmingham;
from London, the easiest option
is Virgin Trains (London Euston
station; www.virgintrains
.co.uk). Bangor is the closest
station in Wales (about 50
minutes to Portmeirion). Guests
can telephone 011-44-01766-
70000 and arrange for a taxi
(fare about 50 pounds).
Where to stay
Portmeirion
Gwynedd, Wales
011-44-01766-770000

www.portmeirion-village.com
There are two hotels — Castell
Deudraeth, modeled on a cas-
tle, and Hotel Portmeirion, a
Victorian villa with wonderful
views — as well as numerous
cottages. Rates for two in-
cluding full breakfast at Hotel
Peacock Suite/Castell Pent-
house, from about $430. Hotel
rooms, Castell rooms and
suites, starting at about $330.
Village suites, village rooms,
Dolphin suite and Watch House,
starting at about $260.
Information
North Wales Tourism
011-44-1492-531731
www.nwt.co.uk

If you go . . .

ANNE GORDON FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Once a lodge and stable block, Salutation cottage offers a tearoom, shop, and accommodation.

The Pan Pacific Hotel Seattle
has launched its new Pet Amen-
ity Program. When you arrive
with Fido, you receive a guide
that lists dog-friendly restaurants
and off-leash parks in the neigh-
borhood. Staff can arrange for
dog-sitting and grooming serv-
ices, and a complimentary walk.
They also provide doggy ice
cream and bottled water for
man’s best friend. Bring Fido or
Fifi to the Lobby Bar’s outdoor
dining area all summer and get
gourmet treats from Scraps Dog
Bakery. Each guest room in-
cludes a canine dining table that
can be customized to fit and a
plush dog bed. There is a non-
refundable $50 pet fee at check-
in. 206-264-8111, www.panpa
cific.com/seattle

Granite State brews
The New Hampshire Brewery

Map, available for free download
at www.visitnh.gov, highlights 16
breweries, microbreweries, and
brew pubs throughout the state.
Use it to tour: Tuckerman Brew-
ing Co. in Conway, which runs
tours and tastings every Saturday
at 3 p.m.; The Flying Goose Brew
Pub & Grille in New London,
which produces 16 homemade
beers; Redhook Ale Brewery in
Portsmouth, a craft brew house
with a pub that offers daily tours
and sampling sessions; and Elm

City Brewing Co. in Keene, where
you can try dishes that incorpo-
rate freshly brewed beer. The
map also includes fun beer facts
and a timeline that traces the
state’s brewing history. 603-271-
2665, www.visitnh.gov/itinerar
ies/nh-brewery-map.pdf 

Central Park runaround
You can stay in shape when

you stay at The Carlyle on the
Upper East Side. The new man-
aging director, marathon runner
Erich Steinbock, has launched
The Carlyle Road Runners Club,
through which he takes guests on

a morning run in Central Park;
the hotel is just blocks away, on
76th and Madison. On this 3-
mile complimentary tour, you
pass the Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis Reservoir, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, and the
Guggenheim, along the same
running route favored by Onas-
sis, former president Clinton,
and Madonna. En route, you can
enjoy great views of the park and
other landmarks like the Empire
State and Chrysler buildings, and
the Time Warner Center. 212-
744-1600, www.thecarlyle.com

KARI BODNARCHUK

Currents

PAN PACIFIC HOTEL SEATTLE

Dogs are pampered with doggy ice cream, bottled water,
gourmet treats, and plush beds at the Pan Pacific Hotel Seattle.

In Seattle, tails of hospitality

To check out these and other great Mass99 deals,
download your free coupon at massvacation.com/mass99.

Have a blast with some friends, take the entire family on an adventure, or treat
yourself to a can’t-miss deal for just $99, at least 20% off standard prices.

$99
Fantastic Fun with Friends,

just

Photo credit: Greg Winkelmann/MOTT

Boston Gliders, Boston
2 Segway adventure tickets
& photo DVD.

Diablo Glass School, Boston
2 spots in Flameworking Sampler
class making glass beads.

The Larz Anderson Auto
Museum, Brookline
One year family membership.

Charlie’s Charters, Gloucester
½ day flounder fishing per person.
Includes bait & tackle.

Schooner Thomas E. Lannon,
Gloucester
2-hour schooner sail in historic
Gloucester harbor for 2 adults
& 2 children.

The Nimrod Restaurant & Jazz
Lounge, Falmouth
Dinner for 4 with 2 appetizers, bottle
of house select wine, coffee or tea.

Animal Adventures, Bolton
Guided Adventure Tour for 5,
& 2 childrens T-shirts and DVD.

Old Sturbridge Village,
Sturbridge
2 adults and 2 children admissions,
stagecoach ride or a boat ride, crafts
and dining.

Norton Kayak Company,
Norton
Three, 3-hour guided kayak tours
with lessons.

Crumpin-Fox Club,
Bernardston
Green fees, golf cart and shirt for 1.

Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame, Springfield
Family 4 pack of season passes.

Zoar Outdoor, Charlemont
3-hour zip line canopy tour,
overnight in a cabin tent, and ½ day
kayak rental for 1.

CALIFORNIA 173
LONDON 178
LAGOS  638

DAKAR 535
JOBURG/CAPE 565
ACCRA 503

TFItours.com 800-745-8000
1/2 R/T from Boston *Plus taxes $50-300 and fuel surcharges *Prices subject to change/available

SEATTLE 129
DENVER 134
FLORIDA 105
PARIS 303
MANCHESTER 205
FRANKFURT 291
AMSTERDAM 376

MADRID 205
BRUSSELS 238
DUBLIN 339
BRAZIL 320
ZURICH 325
ATHENS 345
BUENOS AIRES 395

ITALY 375
ISTANBUL 404
TEL AVIV 485
TOKYO 410
BEIJING 543
BANGKOK 547
NAIROBI 560

CONAKRY 585
MANILA 580
INDIA 393
DAR ES SALAAM 673
MONROVIA 720
AUSTRALIA 569
AUCKLAND 704

AROUND THE WORLD $1999*
Boston/China/Thailand/India/Europe/Boston - Book at TFITours.com
TFI ALSO OFFERS WORLDWIDE BUSINESS

CLASS AT EXTRAORDINARY SAVINGS.
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Hotel Sponsor:Hotel Sponsor:Financial assistance provided by:Financial assistance provided by:

TRAVELLING TO TORONTO?
Book an On a Pedestal hotel package and choose from THREE
exciting experiences. Each package includes an overnight stay at the
Intercontinental Toronto Yorkville PLUS tickets to the Bata Shoe
Museum’s exciting exhibition On a Pedestal and more! Packages
begin at $185* CDN.
Visit toronto.intercontinental.com or call toll-free 1.800.267.0010.
* Based on availability, taxes and gratuities not included

until September 20, 2010

Get the extras you deserve.
bgextras.com

Donate the value of your 
newspapers to local classrooms.
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