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It is a perfect introduction.
The beer — what I later learn

is the Nelson Sauvin IPA — has a
cloudy amber color and the nose
is a wonderful wallop of green
grass, pine, and grapefruit. A sip
reveals a strong but not over-
whelming hoppy presence with a
beautiful, long, bitter finish and a
bit of grapefruit tang. This trip is
not in vain.

Despite his arrival on the Ver-
mont beer scene less than a year
ago, Hill is already maxed out,
making a batch a day, cranking
out about 20,000 gallons of beer
a year, sold in kegs to local bars
and in growlers from the brew-
ery.

We sip beer and philosophize
on his front porch, split a pizza,
and call it a day. Before I crash on
a mattress on the floor in a room
that looks like it belongs on the
set of ‘‘Twin Peaks,’’ I note a to-do
list on the kitchen table that
reads: WASH KEGS, PAINT
KEGS, PAINT HOUSE, TEND TO
HOPS.

His old gambrel needs some
serious TLC. Even the brewhouse
— essentially a freestanding over-
sized garage — is a work in
progress, surrounded by dozens
of kegs awaiting a refill. ‘‘It’s kind
of a garage,’’ he says, ‘‘but I call it
the brewery.’’

Hill is up tending the next
morning at five, pouring a giant
vat full of water that he’ll boil and
‘‘condition.’’ Making sure the wa-
ter consistently tastes the way he
wants it to is his first step in turn-
ing it into beer. Soon, the air is
full of hot malt that smells so
good, it makes me wish I had eat-
en more at breakfast.

Once he’s moving, talking to
Hill or holding his attention gets
tricky. At 32, he’s still got a bit of
college boy in him and an acci-
dental hairdo that reminds me of
the spiky-haired guy in the musi-
cal group The Prodigy, but there’s
also a good splash of optimism
and a sense of his own potential.

‘‘I started this company as an
extension of myself. I feel guilty
when I’m not working,’’ he says,
before a pause. Some things on
his list will wait, but not the
brewery.

‘‘Every girlfriend I’ve ever had

tells me I’m challenging,’’ he adds
with a smirk that suggests he
might see the truth in what

they’re saying — not that he’s go-
ing to change.

Though he uses the occasional
exotic ingredient such as Japa-
nese hops in the Sorachi Ace IPA,
Hill is after a purity in flavor, the
beautiful object derived from a
true process.

Watch him work and you un-
derstand he’s got an intuitive un-
derstanding of every aspect of
the brewing process. He may talk
about a goal of, say, IBUs (inter-
national bittering units), or use
gauges and thermometers, but
he does every step by feel and
taste. As he works, he listens to a
mix called ‘‘For Mom’’ with Bon
Iver, Ryan Adams, and Jeff
Tweedy. There’s an automatic
ease to his style — the sixth sense
of being able to turn a valve or
grab a tool without having to
look at it, the odd ability to make

clearing used malt from a tank
look like dancing.

He’s also got a surprising bit
of flex that occasionally crops up.
At one point, mid-process, with
eyebrows and eyelashes covered
with malt dust, things aren’t go-
ing exactly as he wants and he
just shrugs, says ‘‘not much you
can do’’ to himself, and keeps
brewing.

In the meantime, people start
trickling in and out from Hill
Road. They aren’t curious pass-
ersby. They are a mix of first-
name-basis regulars in for a
growler refill, beer geeks, and
well-informed foodies on a mis-
sion. They crowd around the tiny
bar in the corner of the brewery
where, Wednesday through Sat-
urday afternoons, visitors can
buy a growler, watch Hill work
his magic, and try a sample or
three.

This day’s batch has just re-
ceived a big dose of hops, deliver-
ing what he calls a desirable
‘‘dankness.’’ The beers he makes
end up with near-primary colors,
complimentary to Vermont’s
deep greens and browns. The
nose is both pure, with easy to
identify aromas, and complex,
going from something that’s nice
to share with friends to some-
thing that can trigger an emo-
tional response. Take a sip and
you can’t help but smile.

Joe Ray can be reached at www
.joe-ray.com.
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Shaun Hill makes about 20,000 gallons of beer a year, sold in kegs to local bars and in growlers
from Hill Farmstead Brewery’s retail shop. For a visitor, it’s a direct pour from a brewery tank.

Hill Farmstead
Brewery
403 Hill Road
Greensboro Bend, Vt.
802-533-7450
www.hillfarmstead.com
The tasting bar-retail shop is
open Wed-Sat noon-5.

GoToobs are the only refill-
able travel tubes I have ever used
that have never leaked or explod-
ed in my suitcase, even after
logging close to 100,000 air
miles. I’ve packed everything
from shampoo and sunscreen to
baby food (they are FDA-ap-
proved) in these soft, easy-to-
squeeze yet durable silicone
tubes made by humangear. They
come in three carry-on sizes: 1æ,
2, and 3 ounces. The 2-ounce
ones have suction cups that stick,
for instance, to a shower wall.
Best of all, to remind you of its
contents, each wide-mouthed
tube has a plastic collar at the
neck that you rotate until one of
the following appears in a small
opening: ‘‘shamp.,’’ ‘‘cond.,’’ ‘‘lo-

tion,’’ ‘‘soap,’’ or ‘‘sun.’’ GoToobs
sell for $6.45-$8.45 at REI (800-
426-4840, www.rei.com), or go to
www.humangear.com.

KARI BODNARCHUK

Gearing up

Solid, smart, and squeezable

HUMANGEAR

GoToobs are refillable and
come in three sizes.
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Park and FlyPark and Fly

• 180 newly renovated guest rooms

• Overnight accommodations

• Parking for 1 vehicle up to 14 days

• Transportation to and from Logan Airport

• Complimentary WiFi

• Indoor pool, restaurant and lounge

201 Everett Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150
617-884-2900 www.Wyndham.com
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W inter getaways!W inter getaways!

Early Bird Discount
Reserve your February Vacation Getaway
between Jan 1 - 31, 2011 & SAVE big with
our Hot Deals!

Friends & Family Discount
Buy one room & get
50% off the 2nd!
both discounts available at:
Cape Codder Resort & Spa, Hyannis
John Carver Inn & Spa, Plymouth
Dan’l Webster Inn & Spa, Sandwich

Family Vacation Package
2 nights for a family of 4, plus up to $40
for meals & unlimited use of indoor pools!
package available at:
Cape Codder Resort & Spa
John Carver Inn & Spa

Amoré Package
30% room discount plus
Italian Wine, Cheese & Fruit
& $90 allowance for
breakfast, lunch &/or dinner

available at: Dan’l Webster Inn & Spa

starting at
$99

+
$50

1st
room

2nd
room

starting at

$232

Bringing You Maine, One Season at a Time

Main Street • Ogunquit, ME 03907 • www.meadowmere.com • 1-800-633-8718
Food Packages start at $79.95 ppdo Weekdays, $169.95 ppdo Weekends Tax & Gratuity Not Included

Higher Rates on Holiday/Special Event Weekends – Rates Vary by Room Type

Enjoy a Winter Getaway
in Ogunquit!

Dining Getaway for 2 nights lodging, 1 dinner,
plus hearty Maine breakfast each weekend

morning, and a late check out time of 1 pm.
Heated Indoor Pool • Indoor & Outdoor Hot Tub
Luxury Suites • Fireplace Rooms • Family Suites

Health Club & Spa • West Meadow Pub
Visit Online for Spa/Yoga, Wine Weekends,

Stonewall Kitchen Packages & Winter Specials

Great Things Happen Here!

Your #1 North Conway Area Ski & Stay Connection -
Make your February Vacation plans today!

1-800-862-1600 www.MWVACC.com

VIEWS OF LOON MOUNTAIN. 1,2 & 3 bedroom
suites with full kitchens, fireplaces, and sleep
sofas. Winter outdoor Jacuzzi, indoor pool,
fitness center, Ski-and-Stay Packages. Shuttle
to Loon. Activities on site.
Rates starting
at $109 (based
on availability)

866.469.8222
8664myvacation.com

Proudly managed
by Vacation Resorts
International

Inn Season Resorts
Pollard Brook

BG

DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM LOON MOUNTAIN.
1-4 bedroom condos with kitchens and
fireplaces. Exercice room, sauna and
Jacuzzi. Complimentary ski shuttle buses
to and from Loon.
Rates starting
at $112 (based
on availability)

866.469.8222
8664myvacation.com

Village of Loon
Mountain Resort

BG

Ski or
Ride

Discounts

From $94*
per person per night

800-456-0009 • 603-745-9300

www.BluegreenRentals.com/SouthMountain

• 2 Nights Accommodations
• 2 Loon or Cannon lift tickets
• Free Activities and Gift
Hotel rooms or luxury suites w/ kitchens
& in-room hot tub. Indoor pool & hot tub,
game room. Shopping & Dining on site.

*2 nt min on pkgs Midweek from $76 per person per night

Loon Mountain
Weekend

Loon Mountain
Weekend

From $94*
per person per night

Access your Globe account online:

bostonglobe.com/subscriber

Here’s what you can do:

» Report a missing paper

» Put your delivery on hold while on vacation

» Edit your account information

» update delivery instructions

» Choose payment plans

You can also take advantage of GlobeReader to
have the news delivered straight to your desktop.

ions

Access your Globe

subscription account online.

Get great deals from
your favorite retailers.

Go to bgextras.com.


